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ϱ

ediWRUial

Bien chers WoXWes eW WoXs,

NoXs reYoilj ! È nos reWroXYailles semesWrielles !! AYec GermiYoire, noWre ReYXe Y{Wre ! O�,

de YoXs j noXs eW de noXs j YoXs, des pchanges sonW faiWs. Dans le cadre scienWifiqXe !! O�

sciences hXmaines oX d�aXWres sciences enWrenW en commXnion eW e[posenW des rpsXlWaWs de

cerWaines de leXrs qXrWes gpnprales oX parWicXliqres. RpsXlWaWs qXi seronW YXs eW apprpcips,

espprons-le, par d�aXWres personnes inWpresspes par les sXjeWs WraiWps. PXisqXe GermiYoire esW

Xne ReYXe en ligne/online.

Dans le laboXr de ce cadre oX pprimqWre cXlWiYable i diYerses coXches, les rpcolWes

semesWrielles prpsenWes se sonW rpYplpes Yariables de saYeXrs. EW la YaripWp des saYeXrs donnenW

Xn bon go�W parWicXlier i ce nXmpro de GermiYoire.

EW ce bon go�W parWicXlier YienW des rpcolWes mises ensemble des champs aX[ parcelles

diffprenWes qXe sonW l�allemand, l�anglais, l�espagnol, la gpographie, les leWWres franoaises

modernes, la philosophie, les sciences dX langage eW de la commXnicaWion eW la sociologie.

PoXr s�en faire Xne idpe selon son inWprrW j l�insWrXcWion, WoXW espriW cXrieX[ poXrraiW se rpfprer

aX[ diffprenWes pWiqXeWWes de ces rpcolWes dans noWre Wable des maWiqres.

È Yos plaisirs solaires !i!

BUahiPa Diab\
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SacULILcLaO MRWKHUKRRG aQG FaPLO\ SXUYLYaO LQ TRQL MRUULVRQ¶V SXOa

BEGEDOU KRPL
MavWUH GH CRQIpUHQcHV

UQLYHUVLWp GH LRPp
+22890006188/ NRPL.bHJHGRX@JPaLO.cRP

AbVWUacW

MoWheUhood, a comSle[ and difficXlW WeUm, imSlieV VacUificeV. TheVe VacUificeV aUe needed foU

famil\ ZelfaUe. MoWheUV Zho comSl\ ZiWh WheVe WUadiWional UoleV UeceiYe SUaiVeV fUom WheiU

commXniW\ membeUV. On Whe conWUaU\, WhoVe Zho VhiUk WheVe VacUificeV aUe YieZed aV SaUiahV.

In SXOa, Toni MoUUiVon goeV be\ond WUadiWional UoleV aSSoUWioned Wo Zomen and caVWV a

diffeUenW meaning on moWheUhood. She conVWUXcWV female chaUacWeUV e[hibiWing chaUacWeUiVWicV

UeVeUYed foU men in VocieW\. DUaZing fUom Whe ZomaniVW WheoU\, WhiV SaSeU SinSoinWV XnXVXal

VacUificeV made b\ WheVe female chaUacWeUV and VhoZV hoZ WheiU VacUificeV conWUibXWe Wo Whe

Zell-being of WheiU Zhole famil\ membeUV.

KH\ZRUGV: MoWheUhood, VacUifice, ZomaniVm, maWUiaUch\.

RpVXPp

La maWeUniWp, Xn WeUme comSle[e eW difficile, imSliTXe deV VacUificeV. CeV VacUificeV VonW

npceVVaiUeV SoXU le bien-rWUe de la famille. LeV mqUeV TXi Ve confoUmenW j ceV U{leV

WUadiWionnelV UeooiYenW deV plogeV de la SaUW deV membUeV de leXU commXnaXWp. AX conWUaiUe,

celleV TXi Ve dpUobenW j ceV VacUificeV VonW conVidpUpeV comme deV SaUiaV. DanV SXOa, Toni

MoUUiVon Ya aX-delj deV U{leV WUadiWionnelV aWWUibXpV aX[ femmeV eW donne Xn VenV diffpUenW j

la maWeUniWp. Elle conVWUXiW deV SeUVonnageV fpmininV SUpVenWanW deV caUacWpUiVWiTXeV UpVeUYpeV

aX[ hommeV danV la VocipWp. En V'aSSX\anW VXU la WhpoUie ZomaniVWe, ceW aUWicle meW en

pYidence leV VacUificeV inhabiWXelV conVenWiV SaU ceV SeUVonnageV fpmininV eW monWUe commenW

leXUV VacUificeV conWUibXenW aX bien-rWUe de WoXV leV membUeV de leXU famille.

MRWV cOpV: MaWeUniWp, VacUifice, ZomaniVme, maWUiaUcaW.

mailto:komi.begedou@gmail.com
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IQWURGXcWLRQ

MoWheUhood iV YaUioXVl\ inWeUSUeWed baVed on each commXniW\¶V SeUVSecWiYe. IWV

UeSUeVenWaWion iV VomeWimeV SUoblemaWic in AmeUican liWeUaWXUe in geneUal, and in AfUican

AmeUican noYel in SaUWicXlaU. Man\ ZUiWeUV haYe giYen mXch WhoXghW Wo AfUican AmeUican

Zoman¶V condiWionV in WheiU cUeaWiYe ZoUkV. KimbeUle CUenVhaZ (1991: 1244) aUgXeV WhaW

³becaXVe of WheiU inWeUVecWional idenWiW\ aV boWh Zomen and of coloU ZiWhin diVcoXUVeV WhaW aUe

VhaSed Wo UeVSond Wo one oU Whe oWheU, Zomen of coloU aUe maUginali]ed ZiWhin boWh´. OfWen,

Zomen aUe ZUongl\ oU UighWl\ UeSUeVenWed aV YicWimV of Vome noUmV of Whe VocieW\. The\

don¶W alZa\V haYe chanceV Whe\ deVeUYe Wo eYolYe. MoVW ZUiWeUV, eVSeciall\ maleV, haYe caVW

WUadiWional imageV of a moWheU on WheiU female chaUacWeUV. DU C.S. LakVhmi, a UenoZned

feminiVW ZUiWeU (1990: 72) e[SlainV WhiV ViWXaWion in WheVe WeUmV: ³Whe need foU begeWWing a child

and emoWionV WoZaUdV a child aUe naWXUall\ lodged in Whe bod\ of a Zoman. ThiV need e[iVWV aV

a biological adjXncW, like a nail, haiU oU aSSendi[. ThoVe ZiWhoXW WheVe needV oU Xnable Wo

e[ecXWe WhiV need aUe defecWiYe in Vome Za\V. The Zoman Zho doeV noW beaU a child iV

incomSleWe, XnfXlfilled´. ObYioXVl\, WhiV UeSUeVenWaWion of Zomen/moWheUV iV limiWed Wo

biological fXncWionV ZiWhoXW an\ conVideUaWion of SV\chological and Vociological dimenVionV

of WheVe Zomen/moWheUV. IW limiWV Whe Zomen Wo Vecond-claVV ciWi]enV, making Whem infeUioU Wo

men. No ZondeU, Zomen Sla\ VecondaU\ UoleV VXch aV cooking, hoXVekeeSing, childbeaUing

and child keeSing in man\ cUeaWiYe ZoUkV b\ maleV. WinifUed FaUUanW BeYilacTXa (1983: 3),

UefXWing Whe VecondaU\ UoleV imSoVed on Zomen, VWaWeV Whe folloZing:

Zomen¶V deYeloSmenW aV fUee and indeSendenW beingV and WheiU achieYemenWV in man\
of Whe endeaYoXUV Whe\ haYe XndeUWaken haYe been hindeUed b\ Whe facW WhaW Whe\ haYe
geneUall\ been foUced Wo occXS\ a VecondaU\ Slace in Whe ZoUld in UelaWion Wo men, noW
oXW of an\ biologicall\ imSoVed neceVViW\ bXW becaXVe of elaboUaWe edXcaWional
WUadiWionV, cXlWXUal SaWWeUnV and Vocial VWUXcWXUeV fiUml\ XndeU Whe conWUol of men.

FUom WhiV e[ceUSW, WUadiWionV and cXlWXUeV of Vome VocieWieV lead Wo biaVed aSSUeciaWion of

maleV¶ and femaleV¶ UoleV. MoWheUhood becomeV moUe comSle[ in VXch commXniWieV.

ElaboUaWing on YaUioXV difficXlWieV SeUWaining Wo moWheUhood in AmeUican conWe[W, Lea
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Johanna Delcoco-FUidle\ (2011:2) noWeV: µµAmeUican moWheUhood haYe been defined and

enfoUced b\ a ZhiWe, middle-claVV, heWeUo-noUmaWiYe SaWUiaUchal VocieW\¶¶.

SXUSUiVingl\, ZiWhin Whe Vame conWe[W, Toni MoUUiVon, Whe UenoZned AfUican AmeUican

female ZUiWeU, Zell-knoZn foU heU e[aminaWion of black e[SeUienceV in Whe AmeUican UaciVW

VocieW\, UeceiYed Whe Nobel PUi]e foU LiWeUaWXUe in 1993. DiVWancing heUVelf fUom men-aVcUibed

UoleV Wo Zomen, MoUUiVon SUeVenWV a challenging \eW diffeUenW VWoU\ in SXOa (1973). She

cUeaWeV female chaUacWeUV Zho Sla\ imSoUWanW UoleV in WheiU familieV. B\ doing Vo, WheVe female

chaUacWeUV aVVeUW WheiU Zomanhood. TheiU VWUenXoXV effoUWV Wo aVVeUW WheiU fUeedom inYiWeV a

cUiWical anal\ViV.

ThiV SaSeU anal\VeV WheVe female chaUacWeUV¶ XnXVXal VacUificeV foU WheiU familieV¶

ZelfaUe. The SaSeU eTXall\ VcUXWini]eV Whe ZUiWeU¶V VWUaWegieV Wo bXild VWUong female chaUacWeUV

Zho VXSSoUW WheiU Zhole familieV. In Whe SUoceVV, Whe SaSeU UeYiViWV AfUican AmeUican

Zomen¶V biaVed UeSUeVenWaWion in Whe UaciVW and Ve[iVW AmeUican VocieW\.

I Uel\ on Whe WheoU\ of ZomaniVm Wo deYeloS m\ clXVWeUV of ideaV. Indeed, ³ZomaniVm

iV UooWed in black Zomen¶V concUeWe hiVWoU\ in Uacial and gendeU oSSUeVVion´ (CollinV, 1996:

10). IW

goeV back Wo Whe SoXWheUn black folk e[SUeVVion of moWheUV Wo female childUen µ\oX
acWing ZomaniVh¶[«] µZomaniVh¶ giUlV acWed in oXWUageoXV, coXUageoXV, and ZillfXl
Za\V, aWWUibXWeV WhaW fUeed Whem fUom Whe conYenWionV long limiWing ZhiWe Zomen.
WomaniVh giUlV ZanWed Wo knoZ moUe and in gUeaWeU deSWh Whan ZhaW ZaV conVideUed
good foU Whem. The\ ZeUe UeVSonVible, in chaUge, and VeUioXV (Ibid, 11).

FUom Whe foUegoing, ZomaniVm giYeV Yoice Wo black Zomen Wo e[SUeVV WhemVelYeV. IW

iV ZoUWh noWing WhaW WhiV WheoU\ and black feminiVm can be XVed inWeUchangeabl\, aV obVeUYed

in Alice WalkeU¶V IQ SeaUcK Rf OXU MRWKeUV¶ GaUdeQV. In Whe Vame ZaYelengWh, Vome

VSecialiVWV of Zomen VWXdieV KeiWh GUeen and Jill LeBihan (1996: 229), VSecialiVWV of Zomen

VWXdieV, noWe:

feminiVW cUiWicV geneUall\ agUee WhaW Whe oSSUeVVion of Zomen iV a facW of life, WhaW
gendeU leaYeV iWV WUaceV in liWeUaU\ We[WV and on liWeUaU\ hiVWoU\, and WhaW feminiVW
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cUiWiciVm Sla\V a ZoUWhZhile SaUW in Whe VWUXggle Wo end oSSUeVVion in Whe ZoUld
oXWVide of Whe We[WV [«] feminiVWV aUe alZa\V engaged in an e[SliciWl\ SoliWical
enWeUSUiVe, alZa\V ZoUking Wo change e[iVWing SoZeU VWUXcWXUeV boWh inVide and
oXWVide academia. IWV oYeUWl\ SoliWical naWXUe iV SeUhaSV Whe Vingle moVW
diVWingXiVhing feaWXUe of feminiVW VcholaUl\ ZoUk.

FoU WheVe cUiWicV, a feminiVW cUiWic VhoXld Uedefine gendeU UoleV in oUdeU Wo giYe female

chaUacWeUV oSSoUWXniW\ Wo SeUfoUm acWiYiWieV enabling Whem Wo coUUecW falVe imageV VocieW\

imSoVeV on Zomen. SandUa GilbeUW coUUoboUaWeV Whe need Wo emSoZeU female chaUacWeUV ZiWh

Whe moVW diVWingXiVhing feaWXUeV. She (1996: 228) declaUeV WhaW moVW feminiVW cUiWicV VSeak like

³SeoSle Zho mXVW beaU ZiWneVV, SeoSle Zho mXVW enacW and e[SUeVV in WheiU oZn liYeV and

ZoUdV Whe UeYiVionaU\ diVcoYeU\ WhaW Whe e[SeUienceV of Zomen in and ZiWh liWeUaWXUe aUe

diffeUenW fUom WhoVe of men´. Toni MoUUiVon VXbVWanWiaWeV SandUa¶V SoViWion in SXOa b\

aVcUibing Wo female chaUacWeUV imSoUWanW UoleV WhoXghW Wo be male chaUacWeUV¶ Vole SUeUogaWiYeV.

ThiV SaSeU e[SloUeV WheVe female chaUacWeUV¶ VacUificial UoleV in Whe noYel. IW iV aUWicXlaWed

aUoXnd WZo SaUWV. FiUVW, iW dealV ZiWh moWheUV¶ VacUificial moWheUhood. Second, iW e[amineV

famil\ and VXVWained Zell-being aV Whe UeVXlW of WheVe moWheUV¶ VWUenXoXV effoUWV.

1. SacULILcLaO MRWKHUKRRG aV PRUWUa\HG LQ SXOa

KUiVWen HaUUiVon eW al. (2005: 79), ke\ figXUeV of female Velf-objecWificaWion, WheoUi]e:

³objecWificaWion WheoU\ SoViWV WhaW WeVWeUn cXlWXUe Vociali]eV giUlV and Zomen Wo Velf-objecWif\

b\ adoSWing Whe WhiUd-SeUVon SeUVSecWiYe on WheiU bodieV´. CoUUoboUaWing WhiV, SWeYe BeaUman

(2009: 33) SoViWV: ³aV Ve[iVm iV inWeUnali]ed, Zomen aUe WUained Wo adoSW Whe Uole of obVeUYeU

and eYalXaWoU, jXdging WheiU oZn and one anoWheU¶V aSSeaUance´. MoUUiVon challengeV WhiV

WheoU\ aboXW giUlV and Zomen oU ZiYeV in VocieW\. In SXOa, Vhe maUkV heUVelf oXW b\ cUeaWing

VWUong female chaUacWeUV Zho VacUifice WhemVelYeV in YaUioXV Za\V Wo enVXUe WheiU famil\ Zell-

being. To alloZ heU UeadeUV Wo fXll\ gUaVS Whe eVVence of heU female chaUacWeUV¶ VacUifice and

WheiU haUd WimeV, MoUUiVon VeWV heU noYel SXOa in BoWWom, ZheUe Whe liYing condiWionV of
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AfUican AmeUicanV, in geneUal, and AfUican AmeUican Zomen, in SaUWicXlaU, aUe XnbeaUable

and aSSalling. She SicWXUeV Whe VeWWing aV folloZV:

in WhaW Slace, ZheUe Whe\ WoUe Whe nighWVhade and blackbeUU\ SaWcheV fUom WheiU
UooWV Wo make Uoom foU Whe Medallion CiW\ Golf CoXUVe, WheUe ZaV once a
neighboUhood. IW VWood in Whe hillV aboYe Whe Yalle\ WoZn of Medallion and VSUead
all Whe Za\ Wo Whe UiYeU. IW iV called Whe VXbXUbV noZ, bXW Zhen black SeoSle liYed
WheUe iW ZaV called Whe BoWWom. One Uoad, Vhaded b\ beecheV, oakV, maSleV and
cheVWnXWV, connecWed iW Wo Whe Yalle\ (MoUUiVon, 1973: 3).

The aboYe TXoWe inYiWeV UeadeUV Wo inTXiUe aboXW ³The BoWWom´, knoZn aV ³The Medallion

CiW\ Golf CoXUVe´, Whe Slace ZheUe black SeoSle liYe. Indeed, ³The BoWWom´, Whe loZeVW SaUW

of Whe coXnWU\, iV a meWaShoU XVed b\ MoUUiVon Wo SUeSaUe UeadeUV in WheiU anal\ViV of Whe aUea.

Calling a Slace ³The BoWWom´ meanV WheUe iV noWhing aWWUacWiYe aboXW iW Vince iW iV a hidden

aUea aV oSSoVed Wo Whe WoS, Zhich iV YiVible. The meWaShoUical name of Whe VeWWing giYeV a hinW

aboXW Whe daUk and haUVh UealiWieV in Whe aUea. BeVideV, MoUUiVon aVVociaWeV ³The BoWWom´ ZiWh

µbeecheV, oakV, maSleV and cheVWnXWV¶ WhaW infoUm heU UeadeUVhiS of Whe aUea¶V difficXlWieV,

ZheUe aWWemSW Wo achieYe moWheUhood demandV mXch effoUW. MoUeoYeU, ZiWh iWV man\

challengeV, ³The BoWWom´ VWandV aV a ³hell´ foU man\ chaUacWeUV. In VhoUW, Whe Slace iV likened

Wo a bXVh Zhich needV Willing and cleaUing.

MoUUiVon XVeV WhiV difficXlW VeWWing Wo emSoZeU heU female chaUacWeUV ZhoVe acWionV

haYe been Vociall\ acclaimed. She haV e[SUeVVed heU YieZ aboXW heU female chaUacWeUV¶

UeSUeVenWaWion in inWeUYieZV. AV DaYila (2002: 38) SXWV iW, µµMoUUiVon¶V inWeUYieZV SUoYide Whe

UeadeU ZiWh heU conceUnV in deYeloSing a naUUaWiYe WhaW diUecWV iWVelf WoZaUd a neZ feminiVW

WheoU\ foU Black Zomen in oUdeU Wo emSoZeU WheiU liYeV foU Vocial WUanVfoUmaWion´.

DeVcUibing Whe liYing condiWionV XndeU Zhich black SeoSle, eVSeciall\ black Zomen, liYe in

Whe BoWWom, MoUUiVon SinSoinWV a black Zoman aV folloZV:

TheUe Zill be noWhing lefW in BoWWom (Whe fooWbUidge WhaW cUoVVed Whe UiYeU iV
alUead\ gone), bXW SeUhaSV iW iV jXVW aV Zell, Vince iW ZaVn¶W a WoZn an\Za\: jXVW a
neighboUhood ZheUe on TXieW da\V SeoSle in Yalle\ hoXVeV coXld heaU Vinging
VomeWimeV, and, if a Yalle\ man haSSened Wo haYe a bXVineVV XS in WhoVe hillV²
collecWing UenW oU inVXUanceV Sa\menWV²he mighW Vee a daUk Zoman in a floZeUed
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dUeVV doing a biW of cakeZalk, a biW of black boWWom, a biW of ³meVVing aUoXnd´ Wo
Whe liYel\ noWeV of a moXWh oUgan. HeU baUe feeW ZoXld UaiVe Whe VaffUon dXVW WhaW
floaWed doZn on Whe coYeUallV and bXnion-VSliW VhoeV of Whe man bUeaWhing mXVic
in and oXW of hiV haUmonica (3-4).

ThiV SaVVage VhedV lighW on challengeV boWh black men and Zomen face in making a liYing in

UaciVW AmeUican VocieW\. SSecificall\, Whe black Zoman menWioned in Whe SaVVage danceV a

cakeZalk, a SUe-CiYil WaU dance oUiginall\ SeUfoUmed b\ VlaYeV on SlanWaWion fieldV. ThiV

dance ZaV SeUfoUmed on black VlaYe SlanWaWionV befoUe and afWeU emanciSaWion in SoXWheUn

SWaWeV. IW iV Whe dance Black Zomen SeUfoUmed in Whe BoWWom Wo make a liYing. ThXV, all WheiU

VXffeUing in making endV meeW in VXch UaciVW and Ve[iVW VocieW\.

ToUeV DaYila (2002: 1-2) elaboUaWeV on MoUUiVon¶V moWheUhood life Zhich coUUelaWeV

ZiWh heU female chaUacWeUV: ³Zhile Weaching aW HoZaUd, Toni WoffoUd meW Jamaican aUchiWecW

HoZaUd, MoUUiVon; aW Whe momenW MoUUiVon ZaV Weaching, UaiVing a Von, Waking caUe of a

famil\, and fUXVWUaWed ZiWh heU maUUied life´. WoUWh noWing, MoUUiVon UaiVed heU famil\ alone,

Zhich eYidenWl\ haV VhaSed heU chaUacWeU. In cUeaWing a female chaUacWeU ZhoVe meanV of

VXUYiYal lieV in dancing, Vhe iV aZaUe WhaW dancing SUoYideV a black Zoman ZiWh a VcanW meanV

Wo meeW heU SeUVonal needV and WhoVe of heU famil\, Zhich iV Welling of WhiV Zoman¶V VacUificial

moWheUhood. HoZeYeU, iW iV noW e[haXVWiYe Zhen iW comeV Wo VacUificial aVSecW SXOa

incoUSoUaWeV. FXUWheU VcUXWin\ of Whe noYel XnYeilV moUe VacUificeV b\ Zomen.

AV Vaid eaUlieU, MoUUiVon¶V e[SeUience ZiWh famil\ UaiVing UeadV WhUoXgh heU ZUiWing

WechniTXeV and VhaSeV heU female chaUacWeUV. When Vhe WiWleV Whe fiUVW chaSWeU of SXOa ³1920´,

Vhe allegoUicall\ allXdeV Wo a SeUiod afWeU Whe WoUld WaU I, a haUd Wime foU hXmaniW\. IW iV aW

WhiV haUd Wime WhaW Vhe alloZV Helene Wo be boUn and UaiVed b\ heU gUandmoWheU in Medallion.

The hidden Wheme in Helene¶V biUWh aW WhiV haUd Wime aV a bXUden Wo heU gUandmoWheU iV

VacUificial moWheUhood, Zhich haV become MoUUiVon¶V WUadiWional Wheme WhUoXghoXW heU noYelV.

PaUYin GhaVemi (2010: 236), a cUiWic, offeUV:
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One can diVcoYeU an eYolYing and SUogUeVViYe e[SloUaWion of black moWheUhood in
MoUUiVon¶V noYelV. ThiV SaWWeUn of SUogUeVVion beginV ZiWh MoUUiVon¶V UeYiVion of
moWheUhood in TKe BOXeVW E\e, Zhich SoUWUa\V a black moWheU ZhoVe abVence of
moWheUl\ feelingV conWUibXWeV Wo Whe Sh\Vical and menWal deWeUioUaWion of heU
daXghWeU, Pecola.

In cleaU, black moWheUhood iV a common WoSic MoUUiVon dealV ZiWh in heU ZUiWing. ConWUaU\ Wo

TKe BOXeVW E\e in Zhich Vhe SoUWUa\V MUV. BUeedloYe aV an abVenW and alienaWed moWheU, Vhe

conVWUXcWV UeVSonVible female chaUacWeUV Zho embod\ moWheUl\ feelingV in SXOa:

The Ued VhXWWeUV had haXnWed boWh Helene and heU gUandmoWheU foU Vi[Ween \eaUV.
Helene ZaV boUn behind WhoVe VhXWWeUV, daXghWeU of a CUeole ZhoUe Zho ZoUked
WheUe. The gUandmoWheU Wook Helene Za\ fUom Whe VofW lighWV and floZeUed caUSeWV
of Whe SXndoZn HoXVe and UaiVed heU XndeU Whe doleVome e\eV of a mXlWicoloUed
ViUgin MaU\, coXnVeling heU Wo be conVWanWl\ on gXaUd foU an\ Vign of heU
moWheU¶V Zild blood (MoUUiVon, 1973: 17).

FUom Whe aboYe, MoUUiVon noW onl\ SXWV Helene, a daXghWeU of a ZhoUe, and Cecile, heU

gUandmoWheU, in a familial UelaWionVhiS bXW alVo in aXVWeUiW\, foU Cecile haV Wo VacUifice heUVelf

foU WheiU VXUYiYal. ThiV cloVe UelaWionVhiS MoUUiVon bXildV beWZeen Helene and Cecile iV

faVWidioXV. She giYeV Uoom Wo Whe UeadeU Wo knoZ Helene¶V oUiginV and hoZ Cecile Zill

conWUibXWe Wo heU deYeloSmenW. Making Helene boUn of a Zoman knoZn aV a ZhoUe, MoUUiVon

UeYealV Whe challenging WaVk befoUe Whe giUl¶V gUandmoWheU. UndeUVWandabl\, Cecile WakeV heU

aZa\ fUom heU moWheU oXW of Whe loYe Vhe haV foU heU. She doeV noW ZanW Wo Vee Whe giUl gUoZ

in an enYiUonmenW condXciYe Wo heU becoming alVo a ZhoUe. In facW, iW iV a UiVk\ deciVion

Cecile haV Waken. HoZeYeU, deVSiWe all Whe challengeV, Vhe haV VXcceVVfXll\ aVVXmed WhiV Uole

b\ bUinging Helene XS accoUding Wo JXdeo-ChUiVWian UeligioXV SUinciSleV of holineVV. AV

menWioned in Whe SUeYioXV e[ceUSW, Helene iV UaiVed XndeU Whe ³doleVome e\eV of ViUgin

MaU\´. UndeUVWandabl\, Vhe haV liYed a hol\ and UeVSecWfXl life and becomeV a fXlfilled

SeUVon in Whe black commXniW\. Hence, Whe UeadeU faWhomV Cecile¶V VacUificial moWheUhood, aV

Vhe haV commiWWed heUVelf Wo heU gUanddaXghWeU¶V Sh\Vical, SV\chological and VSiUiWXal needV.

InWeUeVWingl\, Cecile haV SaVVed WhiV YiUWXe of VacUificial moWheUhood on Wo Helene.

Indeed, WhUoXgh WUanVmXWaWion of moWheUl\ loYe and daXghWeUl\ loYe, MoUUiVon makeV Helene

inheUiW Cecile¶V VacUificial moWheUl\ affecWion. She emSoZeUV heU Wo SaVV on WhiV edXcaWion Wo
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Whe ne[W geneUaWion. PUioU Wo WhiV UeVSonVibiliW\, Vhe alloZV Helene Wo achieYe moWheUhood in

Whe folloZing Za\: ³heU daXghWeU ZaV moUe comfoUW and SXUSoVe Whan Vhe had eYeU hoSed Wo

find in WhiV life. She UoVe gUandl\ Wo Whe occaVion of moWheUhood²gUaWefXl, deeS doZn in heU

heaUW, WhaW Whe child had noW inheUiWed Whe gUeaW beaXW\ WhaW ZaV heUV´ (MoUUiVon, 1973: 18).

Helene¶V achieYemenW aV a VXcceVVfXl moWheU in SXOa iV a Vign of SeUSeWXaWion of TXaliW\

edXcaWion. PaUYin GhaVemi SoViWV WhaW,

MoUUiVon¶V YieZV on black moWheUhood aUe eVSeciall\ enlighWening foU WheiU in-
deSWh cXlWXUal and hiVWoUical dimenVionV. She e[amineV Whe WU\ing e[SeUienceV of
moWheUV in VlaYeU\ and UaciVW VocieWieV and e[SloUeV Whe SoWenWial of Whe
indiYidXaliW\ of moWheUV againVW Whe cenVXUeV and UeVWUicWionV of AmeUican VocieW\
in geneUal and AfUican AmeUican commXniWieV in SaUWicXlaU.

GhaVemi¶V SoViWion on MoUUiVon¶V YieZV aboXW black moWheUhood inYolYeV a cXlWXUall\ and

hiVWoUicall\ aVVigned miVVion Wo UeSUeVenW Whe fXWXUe of edXcaWion in AfUican AmeUican

commXniW\ b\ moWheUV. ThankV Wo Whe lighW Vhed on WUanVmXWaWion of Velf-VacUificed moWheU,

MoUUiVon haV Helene make a VacUifice Zhich iV XndeUlined in Whe folloZing:

UndeU Helene¶V hand Whe giUl became obedienW and SoliWe. An\ enWhXViaVmV WhaW
liWWle Nel VhoZed ZeUe calmed b\ Whe moWheU XnWil Vhe dUoYe heU daXghWeU¶V
imaginaWion XndeUgUoXnd.
Helene WUighW ZaV an imSUeVViYe Zoman, aW leaVW in Medallion Vhe ZaV. HeaY\
haiU in a bXn, daUk e\eV aUched in a SeUSeWXal TXeU\ aboXW oWheU SeoSle¶V manneUV.
A Zoman Zho Zon all Vocial baWWleV ZiWh SUeVence and a conYicWion of Whe
legiWimac\ of heU aXWhoUiW\ (MoUUiVon, 1973: 18).

WiWh Whe adjecWiYeV µobedienW¶ and µSoliWe¶ Wo deVcUibe Whe giUl in Whe afoUe-menWioned e[ceUSW,

iW iV cleaU WhaW Helene bUingV heU daXghWeU XS Zell. An imSUeVViYe Zoman, Helene iV

emSoZeUed b\ MoUUiVon ZiWh legiWimaWe aXWhoUiW\ Wo make deciVionV and UXleV WhaW aUe

acceSWed and folloZed b\ oWheUV. HeU SoUWUa\al ZiWh VXch VWUong caSabiliWieV XndoXbWedl\

UeYealV heU being a Uole model foU heU daXghWeU. She VhoZV foUWh TXaliWieV of a Velf-VacUificed

moWheU.

ASaUW fUom Cecile and Helene, MoUUiVon endoZV anoWheU chaUacWeU, EYa, ZiWh Vome

aXWhoUiWaWiYe chaUacWeUiVWicV, eVSeciall\ in heU meWicXloXV handling of heU home. The folloZing
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deSicWV a diVcXVVion aboXW moWheUV¶ UeVSonVibiliW\ in Whe home: ³Hannah ZaV ZaiWing.

WaWching heU moWheU¶V e\elidV. When EYa VSoke aW laVW iW ZaV ZiWh WZo YoiceV. Like WZo

SeoSle ZeUe Walking aW Whe Vame Wime, Va\ing Whe Vame Whing, one a fUacWion of a Vecond behind

Whe oWheU´ (MoUUiVon, 1973: 71). FUom Whe foUegoing, one can noWice EYa¶V aXWhoUiW\ aV a

moWheU. She ZieldV SoZeU Zhich Vhe deWainV fUom e[SeUienceV collecWed WhUoXgh Whe d\namicV

of inWeUacWionV beWZeen ZhiWe SeoSle and AfUican AmeUicanV, and enYiUonmenW allocaWed Wo

AfUican AmeUican commXniW\ in Whe manneU of Medallion. ConceUning Whe oUiginV of SoZeU,

PeWeUVen (2020: 50) aUgXeV:

UndeUVWanding Whe man\ Za\V in Zhich SoZeU ZoUkV alloZV XV Wo claim
e[SeUienceV aV aXWhoUiW\, Wo maneXYeU ZiWhin and aUoXnd inVWiWXWional noUmV, and
XlWimaWel\ Wo cUeaWe change ZheUe Ze need iW. ThoVe Zho aUe maUginali]ed ma\
acWXall\ knoZ moUe aboXW SoZeU Whan WhoVe Zho Whink Whe\ SoVVeVV iW.

ThankV Wo PeWeUVen¶V lighW on Whe oUiginV of aXWhoUiW\, Whe UeadeU XndeUVWandV Zh\ EYa iV VXch

an aXWhoUiWaWiYe Zoman in SXOa. HeU WalkV XnYeil hoZ XnTXeVWionable and iUUeYeUVible heU

deciVionV aUe. ThiV aXWhoUiWaWiYe SoZeU EYa gained fUom e[SeUienceV ZinV heU SUiYilege, Vince,

aV PeWeUVon (2020: 51) SoViWV, ³Ze aUe SUiYileged ZiWh Whe knoZledge Ze gain WhUoXgh

e[SeUience. SXch e[SeUienceV giYe XV aXWhoUiW\ oYeU oXU oZn liYeV and idenWiWieV´. In Whe end,

EYa¶V aXWhoUiW\ helSV heU bUing heU home XndeU conWUol Zhen Vhe giYeV inVWUXcWionV.

NoW onl\ WhaW, MoUUiVon haV EYa geW inYolYed in WZo VacUificeV, Zhich define heU aV a

good moWheU and a WUXVWZoUWh\ Zoman in Whe black commXniW\. HeU fiUVW VacUifice iV heU

acceSWing Wo haYe heU leg cXW, aV VSecXlaWionV UeYeal iW: ³Vomebod\ Vaid EYa VWXck iW XndeU a

WUain and make Whem Sa\ off. AnoWheU Vaid Vhe Vold iW Wo a hoVSiWal foU $10,000´ (MoUUiVon,

1973: 31). Secondl\, Vhe WhUoZV heUVelf in fiUe Zhen heU daXghWeU, Hannah, iV bXUning in heU

Uoom:

Then Vomebod\ UemembeUed Wo go and Vee aboXW EYa. The\ foXnd heU on heU
VWomach b\ Whe foUV\Whia bXVheV calling Hannah¶V name and dUagging heU bod\
WhUoXgh Whe VZeeW SeaV and cloYeU WhaW gUeZ XndeU Whe foUV\Whia b\ Whe Vide of Whe
hoXVe. MoWheU and daXghWeU Slaced on VWUeWcheUV and caUUied Wo Whe ambXlance.
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EYa ZaV Zide aZake. The blood fUom heU face cXWV filled heU e\eV Vo Vhe coXld noW
Vee, coXld onl\ Vmell Whe familiaU odoU of cooked fleVh (MoUUiVon, 77).

The UaWionale behind EYa¶V VacUifice mXVW be XndeUVWood. FiUVW, Vhe agUeeV Wo haYe heU leg

mXWilaWed in oUdeU Wo haYe enoXgh mone\ Wo caUe foU heU famil\. Second, Vhe iV Uead\ Wo

VacUifice heU oZn life Vo aV Wo haYe heU childUen VXcceed in life. The bXUning fiUe doeV noW

SUeYenW heU fUom going Wo Whe Uoom ZheUe heU daXghWeU iV VWUXggling ZiWh fiUe. ThiV iV

Xndeniable moWheUhood VacUifice, making EYa Peace a ChUiVW-like chaUacWeU in SXOa. ThUoXgh

heU, MoUUiVon iV infoUming UeadeUV WhaW no VacUifice iV Woo mXch foU a moWheU Zho loYeV heU

famil\. In cleaU, moWheUhood conViVWV in Veeking Whe Zell-being of one¶V famil\. The ne[W SaUW

elaboUaWeV on WhiV.

2. FaPLO\ aQG SXVWaLQHG WHOO-bHLQJ aV PRUWUa\HG LQ SXOa

BoWh hXVbandV and ZiYeV VXffeU Zhen Whe\ haYe Wo liYe VeSaUaWel\, eVSeciall\ Zhen Whe\

haYe Wo UaiVe childUen aV a Vingle SaUenW. FUom VWXdieV, Vingle moWheUV VXffeU gUeaWl\ in Uel\ing

on ZelfaUe caUe aV Vole meanV Wo caWeU foU WheiU childUen. AV a maWWeU of facW, UelaWionVhiS

beWZeen ZelfaUe VWaWe and Vingle moWheUV cUoVVeV all ageV. IW haV been a conceUn of ZUiWeUV and

VcholaUV all oYeU Whe ZoUld. In WhiV UegaUd, Hannah Zagel eW al. (2018: 171) noWe:

Whe UelaWionVhiS beWZeen Whe ZelfaUe VWaWe and Vingle moWheUV¶ economic Zellbeing
VhoXld be anal\]ed WhUoXgh a life-coXUVe lenV. IW iV Zidel\ acceSWed WhaW Whe
incUeaVe in Vingle moWheUhood, alWhoXgh Waking Slace aW diffeUenW UaWeV acUoVV
coXnWUieV, iV one of Whe majoU demogUaShic deYeloSmenWV in VocieWieV Woda\ and
SoVeV neZ challengeV foU ZelfaUe VWaWeV.

ThiV TXoWe cleaUl\ highlighWV an incUeaVe in Whe SeUcenWage of Vingle moWheUV deSending on

ZelfaUe. IW iV ZoUWh checking ZheWheU Whe ZelfaUe faYoUV Vingle SaUenWhood in a conWe[W ZheUe

Whe focXV iV moVWl\ on Zomen and noW men.

While dealing ZiWh Whe challengeV of ideal moWheUhood, Delcoco-FUidle\ (2018: 3)

obVeUYeV: ³moWheUhood haV WUadiWionall\ been a dXW\ foU man\ Zomen. HoZeYeU, Whe VWandaUd

of Whe ideal moWheU aV defined b\ AmeUican cXlWXUe ZaV ofWen difficXlW foU man\ Zomen,
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SaUWicXlaUl\ mXlWi-eWhnic Zomen, Wo achieYe´. AZaUe of Whe difficXlW\ moWheUV aUe facing in

AmeUican conWe[W, MoUUiVon noW onl\ deSicWV WheiU VacUificial life in SXOa, bXW WheiU SiYoWal Uole

in WheiU famil\ membeUV¶ XSbUinging aV Zell. To be VXUe, moWheUV¶ VacUifice enVXUeV WheiU

daXghWeUV¶ bUighWeU fXWXUe. FoU inVWance, EYa¶V VacUifice leadV heU Wo bXild a big hoXVe foU heU

famil\:

(Once Zhen Hannah accXVed heU of haWing coloUed SeoSle, EYa Vaid Vhe onl\
haWed one, Hannah¶V faWheU Bo\Bo\, and iW ZaV haWing him WhaW keSW heU aliYe and
haSS\.) HaSS\ oU noW, afWeU Bo\Bo\¶V YiViW Vhe began heU UeWUeaW Wo heU bedUoom,
leaYing Whe boWWom of Whe hoXVe moUe and moUe Wo WhoVe Zho liYed WheUe: coXVinV
Zho ZeUe SaVVing WhUoXgh, VWUa\ folkV, and Whe man\, man\ neZl\ maUUied
coXSleV Vhe leW UoomV Wo hoXVekeeSing SUiYilegeV, and afWeU 1910 Vhe didn¶W
Zillingl\ VeW fooW on Whe VWaiUV bXW once and WhaW ZaV Wo lighW a fiUe, Whe Vmoke of
Zhich ZaV in heU haiU foU \eaUV (MoUUiVon, 1973: 37).

An anal\ViV of EYa¶V hoXVe aV menWioned in Whe aboYe We[W iV ZoUWh making. The hoXVe iV Vo

big WhaW Whe naUUaWoU haV Wo confeVV: ³SXla Peace liYed in a hoXVe of man\ UoomV WhaW had been

bXilW oYeU a SeUiod of fiYe \eaUV Wo Whe VSecificaWionV of iWV oZneU, Zho keSW on adding WhingV:

moUe VWaiUZa\V²WheUe ZeUe WhUee VeWV Wo Whe Vecond flooU²moUe UoomV, dooUV and VWooSV´

(MoUUiVon, 1973: 30). ThiV mighW, no doXbW, SXVh UeadeUV Wo ZondeU Zh\ Vhe endeaYoUV Wo

SoVVeVV VXch a big hoXVe, a ZondeU Janice M. Sokoloff (1986: 431) XneTXiYocall\ eUaVeV:

µµEYa¶V hiVWoU\ iV connecWed Wo Whe famil\ and commXniW\ oYeU Zhich Vhe SUeVideV. The VWaUk

facW of heU miVVing leg iV linked Wo heU heUoic effoUWV Wo SUeVeUYe heU childUen againVW diVeaVe

and SoYeUW\¶¶. UndeUVWandabl\, EYa iV VWUXggling foU heU famil\¶V Zell-being. QXalif\ing heU

effoUWV aV heUoic iV Welling of MoUUiVon¶V UedefiniWion of moWheUhood ZheUe Zomen go be\ond

WUadiWional UoleV aVVigned Wo Whem b\ VocieW\ and SeUfoUm heUoic WaVkV UeVeUYed Volel\ foU men.

One can go fXUWheU in Whe VcUXWin\ of UeaVonV VXVWaining EYa¶V SoVVeVVion of hoXVe.

Indeed, oZning a hoXVe confeUV honoU and UeVSecW Wo iWV oZneU. No doXbW, EYa haV gaUneUed

UeVSecW and honoU fUom heU commXniW\ membeUV b\ haYing heU oZn hoXVe. NeYeU again

ZoXld Vhe be diVWXUbed b\ landloUdV oU landladieV¶ claimV. IW enVXeV WhaW heU famil\ and Vhe
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ZoXld be SV\chologicall\, Vociall\ and economicall\ balanced. To cXW iW VhoUW, EYa Peace

oZnV a hoXVe foU heU famil\ Wo be aW eaVe. HeU SoVVeVVion of a hoXVe faciliWaWeV heU effoUWV Wo

Zell edXcaWe heU childUen Hannah, EYa PeaUl and RalSh PlXm. BeVideV, Whe hoXVe conWainV

UoomV aYailable foU coXVinV and eYen VWUa\ folkV and coXSleV. ThXV, EYa¶V VacUificial

moWheUhood benefiWV man\ SeoSle. FUom a hXmaniVW YieZ, Vhe caWeUV foU heU Zhole famil\,

inclXding nXcleaU famil\ and laUge one.

ConceUning heU nXcleaU famil\, EYa ZoUkV Wo enVXUe heU childUen¶V VhelWeU, VafeW\ and

Zell-being. To be VXUe, heU daXghWeUV gUoZ Vafel\ XndeU heU VhelWeU XnWil WheiU maUUiage.

MoUUiVon infoUmV:

UndeU EYa¶V diVWanW e\e, and SUe\ Wo heU idioV\ncUaVieV, heU oZn childUen gUeZ XS
VWealWhil\: PeaUl maUUied aW foXUWeen and moYed Wo FlinW, Michigan, fUom ZheUe Vhe
SoVWed fUail leWWeUV Wo heU moWheU ZiWh WZo dollaUV folded inWo Whe ZUiWing SaSeU.
Sad liWWle nonVenVe leWWeUV aboXW minoU WUoXbleV, heU hXVband¶V job and Zho Whe
childUen faYoUed. Hannah maUUied a laXghing man named RekXV (41).

ThiV SaVVage baVicall\ conYe\V Whe idea WhaW maUUiage hoYeUV on Whe YeUge of Whe fame. IW iV

one of moWheUV¶ gUeaWeVW aVSiUaWionV Wo Vee WheiU daXghWeUV geW maUUied ZiWhoXW eaUl\

SUegnanc\. AV a maWWeU of facW, PeaUl and Hannah¶V UeVSecWiYe maUUiage UeYealV EYa¶V effoUWV

Wo VSaUe Whem all Whe WUoXbleV of eaUl\ SUegnanc\. InWeUeVWingl\, Whe\ enjo\ Seace and

haSSineVV in WheiU YaUioXV homeV, handling Zell all Whe hoXVe choUeV and Waking good caUe of

WheiU hXVbandV. All WheVe aUe Whe fUXiW of EYa¶V effoUWV Wo enVXUe heU childUen¶V Zell-being.

EYa¶V geneUoViW\ be\ond heU famil\ membeUV iV anoWheU SUoof of heU XnSUecedenWed

moWheUhood VacUifice. ASaUW fUom enVXUing heU oZn daXghWeUV¶ Zell-being, Vhe e[WendV a

helSing hand Wo oWheU childUen ZhoVe SaUenWV aUe beUefW of meanV Wo aVVXme WheiU fXll

UeVSonVibiliW\. MoUUiVon claUifieV:

Among Whe WenanWV in WhaW big old hoXVe ZeUe Whe childUen EYa Wook in. OSeUaWing
on a SUiYaWe Vcheme of SUefeUence and SUejXdice, Vhe VenW off foU childUen Vhe had
Veen fUom Whe balcon\ of heU bedUoom oU ZhoVe ciUcXmVWanceV Vhe had heaUd
aboXW fUom Whe goVViS\ old men Zho came Wo Sla\ checkeUV oU Uead Whe CRXULeU, oU
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ZUiWe heU nXmbeU. In 1921, Zhen heU gUanddaXghWeU SXla ZaV eleYen, EYa had
WhUee VXch childUen. The\ came ZiWh Zoolen caSV and nameV giYen Wo Whem b\
WheiU moWheUV, oU gUandmoWheUV, oU Vomebod\¶V beVW fUiend. EYa VnaWched Whe caSV
off WheiU headV and ignoUed WheiU nameV. She looked aW Whe fiUVW child cloVel\, hiV
ZUiVWV, Whe VhaSe of hiV head and Whe WemSeUamenW WhaW VhoZed in hiV e\eV and Vaid
³Well. Look aW DeZe\. M\ m\ m\ m\ m\´ (37).

ThiV e[ceUSW deSicWV EYa aV a geneUoXV moWheU. ThUoXgh heU loYe and comSaVVion, Vhe

e[WendV heU geneUoViW\ Wo oWheUV. Unlike Vome moWheUV Zho onl\ caWeU foU WheiU oZn childUen,

EYa makeV no diffeUence beWZeen heU oZn childUen and WhoVe in heU neighboUhood. She WakeV

in heU hoXVe an\ doZnWUodden childUen. NoW onl\ doeV Vhe meeW WheVe childUen¶V needV, bXW

Vhe alVo WakeV caUe of WheiU moWheUV b\ SUoYiding foU WheiU needV. MoUUiVon UeYealV: ³VloZl\

each bo\ came oXW of ZhaWeYeU cocoon he ZaV in aW Whe Wime hiV moWheU oU Vomebod\ gaYe

him aZa\¶¶(38). BeVideV feeding WheVe childUen, EYa WakeV in chaUge WheiU Vchool feeV and

VWaWioneUieV: µµZhen Whe golden-e\ed deZe\ ZaV Uead\ foU Vchool he ZoXld noW go ZiWhoXW Whe

oWheUV. He ZaV VeYen, fUeckled deZe\ ZaV fiYe, and Me[ican deZe\ ZaV onl\ foXU. EYa

VolYed Whe SUoblem b\ haYing Whem all VenW off WogeWheU¶¶ (38-39). B\ feeding and Vchooling

WheVe childUen, EYa haV become a VWakeholdeU of Whe beVW liYing condiWionV of oWheUV in VocieW\.

MoUUiVon¶V conceUn foU Whe Zell-being of heU female chaUacWeUV and WheiU childUen iV

YiVible WhUoXghoXW Whe noYel. Nel, Helene WUighW¶V daXghWeU, iV a caVe in SoinW. Well-bUed b\

heU moWheU, Vhe geWV maUUied Wo JXde Zho UeVSonVibl\ aVVXmeV hiV SaUenWal Uole XnWil SXla

VnaWcheV him aZa\. BXW Zhen JXde leaYeV Nel, Vhe VeekV a job Wo Wake caUe of heU famil\:

BecaXVe JXde¶V leaYing ZaV Vo comSleWe, Whe fXll UeVSonVibiliW\ of Whe hoXVehold
ZaV Nel¶V. TheUe ZaV no moUe fifW\ dollaUV in bUoZn enYeloSeV Wo coXnW on, Vo Vhe
Wook Wo Whe cleaning UaWheU fUeW aZa\ Whe Win\ Veaman¶V SenVion heU SaUenWV liYed
on. And jXVW WhiV SaVW \eaU Vhe goW a beWWeU job ZoUking aV a chambeUmaid in Whe
Vame hoWel JXde had ZoUked in. The WiSV ZeUe onl\ faiU, bXW Whe hoXUV ZeUe
good²Vhe ZaV home Zhen Whe childUen goW oXW of Vchool (MoUUiVon, 1973: 139).

The Zell-being of Nel WUighW¶V childUen iV eYidenW in Whe aboYe SaVVage. AV MoUUiVon SXWV iW,

Vhe WakeV Whe fXll UeVSonVibiliW\ of Whe hoXVehold, foU Vhe cannoW VWand heU childUen¶V VXffeUing.
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She ZoUkV haUd and VeUYeV aV a chambeUmaid Wo SUoYide foU WheVe childUen¶V needV. WiWh heU

VXSSoUW, heU childUen gUoZ XS Ueaching an incUedible deYeloSmenW. AV a UeVXlW, Vhe makeV an

imSliciW confeVVion:

ThingV ZeUe Vo mXch beWWeU in 1965. OU Vo iW Veemed. YoX coXld go doZnWoZn
and Vee coloUed SeoSle ZoUking in Whe dime VWoUe behind Whe coXnWeUV, eYen
handling mone\ ZiWh caVh-UegiVWeUed ke\V aUoXnd WheiU neckV. And a coloUed man
WaXghW maWhemaWicV aW Whe jXnioU high Vchool. The \oXng SeoSle had a look aboXW
Whem WhaW eYeU\bod\ Vaid ZaV neZ bXW Ueminded Nel of Whe deZe\V, Zhom
nobod\ had eYeU foXnd (MoUUiVon, 1973: 163).

ThiV TXoWe VhoZV WhingV geWWing beWWeU and beWWeU foU Nel and heU famil\. She imSacWV

SUogUeVViYe change aUoXnd heU, coUUoboUaWing FUank Fanon¶V (2008: [Yiii) VWaWemenW: ³ZhaW

maWWeUV iV noW Wo knoZ Whe ZoUld bXW Wo change iW¶¶. MoUUiVon mighW VhaUe WhiV Fanonian

SoViWion aboXW Whe ZoUld, aV Vhe offeUV hoSe foU SoViWiYe change WhUoXgh Nel. Indeed, Vhe

makeV Nel foVWeU change foU heU childUen. AV a Vingle SaUenW afWeU Whe deSaUWXUe of heU hXVband

JXde, Nel VacUificiall\ inYeVWV in heU childUen¶V deYeloSmenW, a VacUifice Zhich conVWiWXWeV Whe

majoU conceUn of eYeU\ SaUenW in an\ VocieW\. ThXV, Vhe VeUYeV in SoUWUa\al of famil\ and

VXVWained Zell-being in SXOa.

CRQcOXVLRQ

The objecWiYe of WhiV SaSeU haV been Wo anal\]e XnXVXal VacUificeV made b\ female

chaUacWeUV in conWUibXWing Wo WheiU familieV¶ ZelfaUe. The SaSeU haV VcUXWini]ed VWUaWegieV XVed

b\ MoUUiVon Wo bXild VWUong female chaUacWeUV VXSSoUWing WheiU Zhole famil\. All in all, WhiV

SaSeU haV SoinWed oXW MoUUiVon¶V SoUWUa\al of a fUXiWfXl UelaWionVhiS beWZeen moWheUV and

daXghWeUV in SXOa. MoWheUV aUe Uead\ Wo VacUifice WhemVelYeV foU lifeVaYing SXUSoVeV.

FolloZing Whe e[amSle of Cecile, Helene, EYa and Nel Zho haYe been YeU\ acWiYe, Whe SaSeU

haV XnYeiled XncondiWional, mXlWifaceWed and mXlWiSle VacUificeV made b\ moWheUV in WheiU

childUen¶V XSbUinging, eVSeciall\ Zhen Whe\ aUe Vingle moWheUV. In SXOa, moWheUV aUe Uead\ Wo
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haYe WheiU bod\ cXW in oUdeU Wo VecXUe a bUighW fXWXUe foU WheiU offVSUing. The\ haYe deSUiYed

WhemVelYeV of life SleaVXUe foU WheiU childUen¶V good edXcaWion. WiWh WheiU VacUificeV, WheVe

moWheUV haYe SUoYided VWUong hoXVeholdV foU WheiU daXghWeUV and VecXUed Whem a holiVWic

deYeloSmenW. SimSl\ SXW, WheVe childUen haYe liYed fUom difficXlW ViWXaWionV Wo achieYe

Sh\Vical and SUofeVVional VXcceVV WhankV Wo WheiU moWheUV¶ VacUificeV. ThXV, MoUUiVon iV

inYiWing boWh faWheUV and moWheUV Wo VacUifice all iW VhoXld Wake Wo SUoYide foU WheiU childUen¶V

needV foU Whe laWWeU Wo bloVVom and fXlfil WheiU God-giYen SoWenWialV. ChallengeV of man-made

noUmV, Zhich WUead on moWheUhood, VhoXld be Waken XS foU Whe Vocial ZelfaUe aV a Zhole.
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