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ϱ

ediWRUial

Bien chers WoXWes eW WoXs,

NoXs reYoilj ! È nos reWroXYailles semesWrielles !! AYec GermiYoire, noWre ReYXe Y{Wre ! O�,

de YoXs j noXs eW de noXs j YoXs, des pchanges sonW faiWs. Dans le cadre scienWifiqXe !! O�

sciences hXmaines oX d�aXWres sciences enWrenW en commXnion eW e[posenW des rpsXlWaWs de

cerWaines de leXrs qXrWes gpnprales oX parWicXliqres. RpsXlWaWs qXi seronW YXs eW apprpcips,

espprons-le, par d�aXWres personnes inWpresspes par les sXjeWs WraiWps. PXisqXe GermiYoire esW

Xne ReYXe en ligne/online.

Dans le laboXr de ce cadre oX pprimqWre cXlWiYable i diYerses coXches, les rpcolWes

semesWrielles prpsenWes se sonW rpYplpes Yariables de saYeXrs. EW la YaripWp des saYeXrs donnenW

Xn bon go�W parWicXlier i ce nXmpro de GermiYoire.

EW ce bon go�W parWicXlier YienW des rpcolWes mises ensemble des champs aX[ parcelles

diffprenWes qXe sonW l�allemand, l�anglais, l�espagnol, la gpographie, les leWWres franoaises

modernes, la philosophie, les sciences dX langage eW de la commXnicaWion eW la sociologie.

PoXr s�en faire Xne idpe selon son inWprrW j l�insWrXcWion, WoXW espriW cXrieX[ poXrraiW se rpfprer

aX[ diffprenWes pWiqXeWWes de ces rpcolWes dans noWre Wable des maWiqres.

È Yos plaisirs solaires !i!

BUahiPa Diab\
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DECONSTRUCTING BLACK FEMALEMISREPRESENTATION IN MAYA

ANGELOU¶S I KNOWWHY THE CAGED BIRD SINGS

MaPadRX DIAMOUTENE

UNIVERSITE DES LETTRES ET SCIENCES HUMAINES DE BAMAKO

madoXkadiam@gmail.com

AbVWUacW:

ThiV arWicle e[amineV Whe Za\ Ma\a AngeloX deconVWrXcWV Whe miVrepreVenWaWion of Black

Zomen inWo American VocieW\ of Whe 1940V. In facW, YicWim of Vocial ineqXaliWieV e[acerbaWed

b\ racial diVcriminaWion, African-American Zomen are redXced Wo childbearing and Wo Veeing

Wo hoXVehold choreV. The reflecWion VhoZV hoZ African-American femaleV map Wheir idenWiW\

b\ redefining Whe Velf in AngeloX¶V I KQRZ WK\ WKe Caged BLUd SLQgV. In WhiV regard, oXr

WheoreWical frameZork iV feminiVm. The qXaliWaWiYe meWhod conViVWV in collecWing, anal\]ing

and inWerpreWing Whe We[WXal elemenWV of Whe Zork. Finall\, Whe finding haV reYealed WhaW Ma\a

AngeloX iV Whe image of African-American femaleV. Her achieYemenW connoWeV Whe

celebraWion of Black Zomen.

Ke\ZRUdV: African-American Zomen, edXcaWion, ineqXaliWieV, racial VegregaWion, Ve[iVm.

RpVXPp:
CeWWe pWXde e[amine la faoon donW Ma\a AngeloX dpconVWrXiW la reprpVenWaWion erronpe deV

Afro-AmpricaineV danV la VocipWp deV annpeV qXaranWe. En effeW, YicWimeV deV inpgaliWpV

VocialeV e[acerbpeV par la diVcriminaWion raciale, leV Afro-AmpricaineV VonW rpdXiWeV j la

procrpaWion eW j faire deV corYpeV danV leV mpnageV. La rpfle[ion dpmonWre commenW leV Afro-

AmpricaineV forgenW leXr idenWiWp en Ve redpfiniVVanW danV I KQRZ WK\ WKe Caged BLUd SLQgV

d¶AngeloX. A ceW pgard, noWre cadre WhporiqXe eVW le fpminiVme. La mpWhode qXaliWaWiYe

conViVWe j recXeillir, j anal\Ver eW j inWerprpWer leV plpmenWV We[WXelV de l¶°XYre. Enfin,

l¶anal\Ve a rpYplp qXe Ma\a AngeloX eVW l¶image deV Afro-AmpricaineV. Sa proXeVVe connoWe

la cplpbraWion de la femme noire.

MRWV COpV: Afro-AmpricaineV, pdXcaWion, inpgaliWpV, VpgrpgaWion raciale, Ve[iVme.
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IQWURdXcWLRQ
African Zomen and African-American femaleV are boWh YicWim of diVcriminaWion bXW aW

differenW leYelV of XnderVWanding. Women are generall\ faced ZiWh gender iVVXeV in Wheir dail\

bondV ZiWh Wheir hXVbandV or Vocial dealingV in Zhich Whe\ haYe conWacWV ZiWh men. In general

Gender ineqXaliWieV refer Wo Whe bad WreaWmenW of memberV of a Vpecific gender dXe Wo

percepWionV WhaW Whe\ are inferior in Wheir roleV. Therefore, man\ YoiceV raiVe againVW gender

ineqXaliWieV ZorldZide and, parWicXlarl\, in Whe UniWed SWaWed. In facW, Whe emancipaWion of

African AmericanV failV Wo VWop prejXdiceV againVW African-American femaleV. NoW onl\ are

Whe\ perceiYed aV Ve[Xal objecWV, bXW alVo Whe\ VWill endXre endogenoXV and e[ogenoXV

diVcriminaWor\ pracWiceV in American VocieW\. J. VieVca and M. Bianco (2016: 4) argXe:

³RaciVm [on Black femaleV] iV cenWered on («) differenWial WreaWmenWV and VWereoW\peV («).´

Their reflecWion VhedV lighW on diVcriminaWion againVW Black female adoleVcenWV in American

VchoolV. In Whe Vame Yein, A. J. ThomaV, K. WhiWerVpoon and S. SpeighW (2008: 307) alVo

anal\Ve: ³The relaWionVhip of Whe accXmXlaWiYe effecW of gendered raciVm, Whe diVcriminaWion

felW b\ African-American Zomen and pV\chological diVWreVV.´ In WhiV conWe[W of deep Vocial

ineqXaliWieV, Ma\a AngeloX¶V Zork depicWV and deconVWrXcWV Whe negaWiYe percepWion regarding

African-American femaleV in Whe VocieW\.

ThXV, WhiV VWXd\ VeekV Wo demonVWraWe Whe riVing image of African-American Zomen

deVpiWe raciVm and maleV¶ dominaWion. E[periencing gender ineqXaliWieV along ZiWh

VWereoW\peV, African-American Zomen¶V role iV redXced Wo childbearing and cenWered on

hoXVehold choreV. The comparWmenWali]aWion of Whe Vocial VWraWXm e[acerbaWeV African

AmericanV¶ dramaWic liYing condiWionV. In an enYironmenW marked b\ racial injXVWice, Black

Zomen are YicWim of doXble oppreVVion in Whe UniWed SWaWeV. If on Whe one hand, Whe\ endXre

WhiWe people¶V raciVm, and on Whe oWher hand, Whe\ face Black maleV¶ dominaWion.

EndogenoXV and e[ogenoXV facWV deWrimenWal Wo Black Zomen¶V achieYemenWV pXW Whem aW Whe

croVVroad of Vocio-economic challengeV. ThaW leadV XV Wo raiVe Whe folloZing qXeVWionV,

noWabl\: hoZ doeV Ma\a AngeloX deVcribe African-American Zomen in American VocieW\?

To ZhaW e[WenW doeV Vhe deconVWrXcW Whe percepWion againVW Whem? In Whe priVm of feminiVW

Wheor\, Whe qXaliWaWiYe meWhod enableV XV Wo collecW, anal\]e and inWerpreW Whe daWa. In WhiV

connecWion, Whe paper iV diYided inWo Whree ValienW parWV. The firVW parW dealV ZiWh Ve[Xal

aVVaXlWV Xndergone b\ Black femaleV. The Vecond parW e[amineV Whe role of EdXcaWion in

African-American Zomen¶V XplifWmenW, and Whe Whird one e[ploreV Whe neZ emerging image of

Black Zomen in American VocieW\.

1. BOacN FePaOe aV a Se[XaO ObMecW LQ a FaPLO\ CRQWe[W
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PaWriarch\ in iWV general XnderVWanding XnderVcoreV and promoWeV Whe miVrepreVenWaWion

of Whe female Ve[. In iWV arWicXlaWion, paWriarch\ granWV men Vo man\ priYilegeV WhaW Whe\

foVWer a VXperioriW\ comple[ WhaW driYeV Whem inWo YieZing Zomen aV Ve[Xal objecWV. ThiV iV

a reaVon WhaW e[plainV Zh\ man\ black femaleV are YicWim of man-perpeWraWed acWV of

Yiolence VXch aV Ve[Xal aVVaXlWV. In Whe USA, man\ black Zomen are YicWimV of Ve[Xal

brXWaliW\. In Whe narraWiYe of I KQRZ WK\ WKe Caged BLUd SLQgV, WhiV VhamefXl oppreVVion

againVW black female iV blaWanWl\ e[poVed. AngeloX relaWeV : ³TXrning Whe radio Xp loXd, Woo

loXd, he Vaid, µif \oX Vcream, I¶m gonna kill \oX. And if \oX Well, I¶m gonna kill Baile\¶ («)

The child giYeV, becaXVe Whe bod\ can, and Whe mind of Whe YiolaWor cannoW´ (Caged BLUd

SLQgV : 78). AV illXVWraWed in Whe e[WracW, like AngeloX, man\ African-American femaleV are

Xnder WhreaW afWer being haraVVed in Wheir familieV. Therefore, b\ fearing reWaliaWor\ acWionV,

Whe\ keep iW VecreW. TheVe XnVpeakable realiWieV are anchored in Whe American Vocial life.

According Wo P. WadVZorWh and K. RecordV (2013 : 250) : ³Women and adoleVcenWV from

eYer\ eWhnic and racial groXp e[perience Ve[Xal aVVaXlW («).´

VicWim of Mr. Freeman¶V reprehenVible lXVW, Whe eighW-\ear-old proWagoniVW¶V VWor\ VhedV

lighW on Whe inceVWXoXV acW man\ femaleV e[perience in Whe African-American commXniW\.

One can read: ³Mr. Freeman pXlled me Wo him, and pXW hiV hand beWZeen m\ legV («) He

WhreZ back Whe blankeWV and hiV Whing VWood Xp like a broZn ear of corn. He Wook m\ hand and

Vaid, µFee iW¶.´ (Caged BLUd SLQgV: 73). Taking Whe caVe of AngeloX, Black Zomen¶V VWaWXV aV

Ve[Xal objecW WraceV back Wo bondage era in Whe UniWed SWaWeV of America. The\ are deVcribed

aV Whe inVignificanW ³Mamm\´ figXre. WorVe, Whe Black girl iV piWied aV Vhe iV approaching

pXberW\. She iV ineYiWabl\ haraVVed, degraded and forced Wo Vleep ZiWh her oZner. So, iW iV

indXbiWable WhaW in American VocieW\:

Den\ing Black Zomen VWaWXV aV fXll\ hXman VXbjecWV b\ WreaWing [Whem] aV objecWified OWher («)
demonVWraWeV Whe poZer WhaW binar\ Whinking, oppoViWional difference, and objecWificaWion Zield
ZiWhin inWerVecWing oppreVVionV («) While Whe mamm\ W\pifieV Whe Black moWher figXre in
WhiWe homeV, Whe maWriarch V\mboli]eV Whe moWher figXre in Black homeV. (C. GilkeV 1983 :
71-75)

The foregoing lineV are corroboraWiYe of Whe doXble oppreVVion African-American Zomen

endXre. The\ are Wrapped beWZeen WZo anWagoniVWic commXniWieV²WhiWeV and BlackV. The

VWereoW\pical ³mamm\´ characWeri]eV Whem ZiWhin Whe WhiWe commXniW\ ZhereaV Whe Black

commXniW\ WreaWV Whem aV childbearerV. In Whe Vame Yein, B. FredrickVon and T. RoberWV

(1997 :175) argXe : "Se[Xal objecWificaWion occXrV ZheneYer a Zoman¶V bod\, bod\ parWV, or

Ve[Xal fXncWionV are VeparaWed oXW from her perVon, redXced Wo Whe VWaWXV of mere inVWrXmenWV
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abXVe againVW Black Zomen are endogenoXV. IW occXrV in Wheir relaWionV ZiWh men from Wheir

oZn racial commXniW\. ThXV, in Whe conWe[W of Zomen¶V VXbjXgaWion, iW folloZV WhaW African-

American femaleV face boWh racial iVVXe and Ve[Xal abXVe. BoWh iVVXeV inWerVecW and conVWiWXWe

a handicap Wo mXlWiracial femaleV¶ Vocioeconomic achieYemenWV. ThaW iV Zh\, fighWing

ignorance WhroXgh edXcaWion can help African-American Zomen free WhemVelYeV and emerge.

2. BOacN FePaOeV¶ EPSRZeUPeQW WKURXJK EdXcaWLRQ

In Wheir deVire Wo VXbYerW Whe paWroni]ing diVcoXrVe of phallocenWric America WhaW haV long

kepW Whem doZn, Whe black American Zomen adopW edXcaWion aV a VWraWeg\ WhaW faciliWaWeV

Wheir aZareneVV. In WhiV perVpecWiYe, boWh moWher-ZiW and formaWiYe edXcaWionV are

emphaVi]ed. For Whem, Whe acqXiViWion of knoZledge iV a meanV Wo geW XplifWmenW and

empoZermenW. Once Whe\ reach VXch heighWV, black Zomen become proXd of WhemVelYeV and

Whe\ groZ more confidenW. In Ma\a AngeloX¶V noYel, WhiV iV Whe caVe of MrV. BerWha Zho noW

onl\ adYocaWeV moWher-ZiW edXcaWion, bXW alVo Vchooling.

AV an adoleVcenW AngeloX¶V encoXnWer ZiWh MrV. BerWha giYeV meaning Wo her life. MrV.

BerWha¶V WXWoring helpV AngeloX Wo combaW ignorance. MrV. BerWha¶V moYe can be inVcribed

in Whe frameZork of African WradiWion. ThaW iV, \oXng people alZa\V need Whe elderl\ Wo

benefiW from edXcaWion. IW iV in Whe cloVe collaboraWion ZiWh her menWor WhaW Ma\a AngeloX

XncoYerV Vome of Whe main VocieWal YalXeV. Among WheVe YalXeV iV Whe mXWXal reVpecW and

accepWance of oWher, regardleVV of Whe Vocial VWaWXV. MoVW imporWanWl\, Whe XnforgeWWable

leVVon of life engraYed in Whe proWagoniVW¶V mind iV pride for oneVelf. Being oneVelf iV parW of

Whe fXndamenWalV of hXman race.

AV a maWWer of facW, MrV. BerWha incarnaWeV Whe image of Whe modern African-American

Zoman. NoW onl\ doeV Vhe eVpoXVe American Za\V of life, bXW Vhe alVo idenWifieV aV a W\pical

colored perVon. In oWher ZordV, MrV. BerWha iV noW aVVimilaWed. RaWher, Vhe iV Whe perfecW

conflXenW of WZo cXlWXreV Zhich inWerVecW harmonioXVl\ in her:

[MrV. BerWha FloZerV] appealed Wo me becaXVe Vhe ZaV like people I had neYer meW perVonall\.
Like Zomen in EngliVh noYelV Zho Zalked Whe moorV (ZhaWeYer Whe\ Zere) ZiWh Wheir lo\al
dogV racing aW a reVpecWfXl diVWance. Like Whe Zomen Zho VaW in fronW of roaring fireplaceV,
drinking Wea inceVVanWl\ from VilYer Wra\V fXll of VconeV and crXmpeWV«.IW ZoXld be Vafe Wo Va\
WhaW Vhe made me proXd Wo be Negro, jXVW b\ being herVelf. (Caged BLUd SLQgV: 95)

AV deVcribed in Whe aboYemenWioned lineV, MrV. BerWha iV an inVpiring African-American

Zoman. IndXbiWabl\, Vhe iV a Yer\ learned Zoman. The affecWionaWe old Zoman¶V behaYior

WoZardV AngeloX VhoZV hoZ edXcaWion iV of paramoXnW imporWance in African-American
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femaleV¶ achieYemenWV. In WhiV connecWion, in addiWion Wo edXcaWion aW home, Black femaleV¶

Vchooling can help change Wheir Vocial condiWionV:

AV I aWe Vhe began Whe firVW of ZhaW Ze laWer called ³m\ leVVonV in liYing. She Vaid WhaW I mXVW
alZa\V be inWoleranW of ignorance bXW XnderVWanding of illiWerac\. ThaW Vome people, Xnable Wo
go Wo Vchool, Zere more edXcaWed and eYen more inWelligenW Whan college profeVVorV. She
encoXraged me Wo liVWen Wo carefXll\ ZhaW coXnWr\ people called moWher ZiW. ThaW in WhoVe
homel\ Va\ingV ZaV coXched Whe collecWiYe ZiVdom of generaWionV («) (Caged BLUd SLQgV: 99)

The foregoing paVVage VhoZV WhaW edXcaWion iV noW alZa\V knoZledge acqXired aW Vchool.

ThoVe Zho aWWend VchoolV are noW Whe onl\ edXcaWed people. In WhiV regard, for MrV. BerWha,

anoWher alWernaWiYe Wo fighW ignorance iV Wo promoWe moWher-ZiW edXcaWion. ThiV iV all Whe more

releYanW Vince in Whe phallocenWric and diVcriminaWor\ American VocieW\, moVW African-

American femaleV do noW haYe acceVV Wo Vchool edXcaWion.

ThankV Wo MrV. BerWha, AngeloX geWV inYalXable knoZledge in her life. In WhiV Yein,

AngeloX¶V e[perience iV deVcripWiYe of African American¶V Vocial condiWionV in general.

IncarnaWing Whe image of Whe oral WradiWion, Vhe encoXrageV pro[imiW\ learning among African-

American femaleV. HoZeYer, moWher-ZiW and Vchool edXcaWionV are complemenWar\. So,

Black femaleV¶ Vchooling can alVo help enhance Wheir capaciWieV in American VocieW\. AngeloX

relaWeV: ³[MrV. BerWha] Vaid («), µI hear \oX¶re doing Yer\ good Vchool Zork, MargXeriWe («).

The WeacherV reporW WhaW Whe\ haYe WroXble geWWing \oX Walk in claVV.¶ She Vaid Vhe ZaV going Wo

giYe me Vome bookV («)´ (Caged BLUd SLQgV: 97).

ViVibl\, MrV. BerWha emphaVi]eV Whe Vignificance of Vchool edXcaWion, Woo. ImpliciWl\,

AngeloX ZanWV Wo reframe Black femaleV¶ image b\ qXeVWioning maleV¶ dominaWion. ArgXabl\,

AngeloX¶V edXcaWion and inWellecWXal aVcendance iV connoWaWiYe. Her aVcendance pXWV inWo

qXeVWion Whe VWereoW\pical percepWion of maleV WoZardV femaleV aV moVW of Whem Whink WhaW

Zomen are noW able Wo e[cel in oWher acWiYiWieV like men. AV eYidence, AngeloX ZriWeV: ³We

Zere maidV («) and ZaVherZomen and an\Whing higher WhaW Ze aVpired Wo ZaV farcical and

preVXmpWXoXV´ (Caged BLUd SLQgV: 180). ThiV iV Zh\, edXcaWion helpV inWo Black Zomen¶V

aZareneVV-raiVing. According Wo C. GilkeV (1983: 71): ³(«) reVWricWing Black Zomen¶V

liWerac\, When claiming WhaW [Whe\] lack facWV for VoXnd jXdgmenW, relegaWeV [Whem] Wo Whe

inferior Vide («).´ MrV. BerWha FloZerV¶ aWWiWXde iV inVcribed in Whe VWraighW line of a

redefiniWion of gender iVVXe among African-American commXniW\. Her principleV adYocaWe

edXcaWion for all regardleVV of gender and Vkin comple[ion. BeVideV, AngeloX¶V WranVfer from

Lafa\eWWe Training School Wo George WaVhingWon High School VhoZV Whe beginning of a neZ

era for black femaleV. In VpiWe of adYerViWieV fXeled b\ inWerracial WenVionV, Whe proWagoniVW
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keepV on doing Zell aW Vchool. In WhiV edif\ing e[WracW, AngeloX narraWeV: ³For Whe firVW

VemeVWer, I ZaV one of Whree black VWXdenWV in [George WaVhingWon High School]´ (Caged

BLUd SLQgV: 215). Therefore, her Vchool performa e iV

Ԁ
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from male dominaWion («)´. Being a proponenW of Black Zomen¶V empoZermenW, AngeloX

VeWV Whe e[ample. She VhoZV hoZ edXcaWed African-American Zomen are alVo able Wo

compeWe ZiWh men becaXVe: ³Women had replaced men on Whe SWreeWcarV aV condXcWorV and

moWormen («). I ZoXld go Wo Zork on Whe VWreeWcarV and Zear a blXe Verge VXiW («). I ZaV

hired aV Whe firVW Negro on Whe San FranciVco VWreeWcarV´ (Caged BLUd SLQgV: 266-270).

B\ narraWing her Zorking e[perience aV a VWreeW car condXcWor aV indicaWed in Whe

e[cerpW, AngeloX cr\VWalli]eV a V\mbolic Vocioeconomic mileVWone. Ma\a AngeloX heraldV Whe

empoZermenW of her Black female peerV WhroXgh her perVonal ambiWionV. ThaW poViWiYe image

of colored Zomen markV Whe WriXmph of Wheir long VWrXggle againVW Vocial and economic

VXbordinaWionV. IW iV an achieYemenW, Zhich iV all Whe more VignificanW becaXVe: ³The facW WhaW

Whe adXlW American Negro female emergeV a formidable characWer iV ofWen meW ZiWh

ama]emenW, diVWaVWe and eYen belligerence. IW iV Veldom accepWed aV an ineYiWable oXWcome of

Whe VWrXggle Zon b\ VXrYiYorV and deVerYeV reVpecW if noW enWhXViaVWic accepWance´ (Caged

BLUd SLQgV: 273). The foregoing qXoWe eYidenceV WhaW Where iV a conflicWing ViWXaWion beWZeen

maleV and femaleV. The former alZa\V conViderV Whe laWWer aV ³Whe VXbalWern VXbjecWV´, poinWV

oXW G. SpiYak (1988: 284).

AngeloX goeV againVW men¶V prejXdiceV WoZardV African-American Zomen deemed

Xnable Wo e[cel like Whem. In WhiV reVpecW, A. J. ThomaV (2008: 307) XpholdV: ³Gendered

raciVm VXggeVWV WhaW Zomen are VXbjecW Wo XniqXe formV of oppreVVion dXe Wo Wheir

VimXlWaneoXV µBlackneVV¶ and µfemaleneVV («)¶´. In a hoVWile enYironmenW marked b\ deep

Vocial gapV, African-American Zomen¶V XplifWmenW iV meW ZiWh conWempW becaXVe: ³Black

male acWiYiVWV («) demanded WhaW Black Zomen aVVXme a VXbVerYienW poViWion. African-

American Zomen Zere Wold WhaW Whe\ VhoXld Wake care of hoXVehold needV and breed ZarriorV

for Whe reYolXWion´ (B. HookV 2002: 18-19). AngeloX¶V life VWor\ embodieV Whe idea of

reWhinking iVVXeV regarding Black femaleV. In WhiV d\namic, Vhe rejecWV VWereoW\peV and

VWigmaWi]aWionV againVW her peerV. She ZriWeV: ³I WOULD HAVE THE JOB. I WOULD BE A

CONDUCTORETTE AND SLING A FULL MONEY CHANGER FROM MY BELT. I

WOULD´ (Caged BLUd SLQgV: 269). The conVpicXoXV capiWali]ed paVVage appearV aV a

declaraWion engraYed on a board in a pXblic place. IW connoWeV WhaW Black Zomen are noZ

more YiVible among Whe eliWe becaXVe: ³The VXbalWern aV female [ZaV] («) more deepl\ in

VhadoZ,´argXeV G. SpiYak (1988: 287). IW can be aVVXmed WhaW in ZriWing Vo, Vhe inWendV Wo

draZ Whe aXdience¶V aWWenWion Wo Whe capabiliW\ of Zomen Wo Wake Xp challengeV. ThiV alVo
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e[preVVeV Whe deWerminaWion of a Black female
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