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ediWRUial

Bien chers WoXWes eW WoXs,

NoXs reYoilj ! È nos reWroXYailles semesWrielles !! AYec GermiYoire, noWre ReYXe Y{Wre ! O�,

de YoXs j noXs eW de noXs j YoXs, des pchanges sonW faiWs. Dans le cadre scienWifiqXe !! O�

sciences hXmaines oX d�aXWres sciences enWrenW en commXnion eW e[posenW des rpsXlWaWs de

cerWaines de leXrs qXrWes gpnprales oX parWicXliqres. RpsXlWaWs qXi seronW YXs eW apprpcips,

espprons-le, par d�aXWres personnes inWpresspes par les sXjeWs WraiWps. PXisqXe GermiYoire esW

Xne ReYXe en ligne/online.

Dans le laboXr de ce cadre oX pprimqWre cXlWiYable i diYerses coXches, les rpcolWes

semesWrielles prpsenWes se sonW rpYplpes Yariables de saYeXrs. EW la YaripWp des saYeXrs donnenW

Xn bon go�W parWicXlier i ce nXmpro de GermiYoire.

EW ce bon go�W parWicXlier YienW des rpcolWes mises ensemble des champs aX[ parcelles

diffprenWes qXe sonW l�allemand, l�anglais, l�espagnol, la gpographie, les leWWres franoaises

modernes, la philosophie, les sciences dX langage eW de la commXnicaWion eW la sociologie.

PoXr s�en faire Xne idpe selon son inWprrW j l�insWrXcWion, WoXW espriW cXrieX[ poXrraiW se rpfprer

aX[ diffprenWes pWiqXeWWes de ces rpcolWes dans noWre Wable des maWiqres.

È Yos plaisirs solaires !i!

BUahiPa Diab\
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Killing Whe Black BRd\, KniWWing PaWeUnal FiliaWiRn, and EnWZining IdenWiW\ CRnVWUXcWiRn in

Between the World and Me (2015) b\ Ta NehiVi CRaWeV

MaUiame WANE LY
AVVRciaWe PURfeVVRU in AmeUican LiWeUaWXUe
DeSaUWmenW Rf AnglRShRne SWXdieV
UniYeUViW\ Cheikh AnWa DiRS
DakaU / SENEGAL
maUiemehad\.l\@Xcad.edX.Vn

AbdRXla\e NDIAYE
AVViVWanW PURfeVVRU in AmeUican LiWeUaWXUe
DeSaUWmenW Rf AnglRShRne SWXdieV
UniYeUViW\ Cheikh AnWa DiRS
DakaU / SENEGAL
abdRXla\e43.ndia\e@Xcad.edX.Vn

AbVWUacW:

The callRXV cRndiWiRn Rf AfUican AmeUicanV, fURm VlaYeU\ WR cRlRUblind UaciVm, in SaVVing b\

VegUegaWiRn, SURmSWed mXlWifaUiRXV cRnVeTXenceV. Be\Rnd SV\chRlRgical WUaXma, VlaYeV and

WheiU SURgenieV had WR cRnWend ZiWh diVembRdimenW, eSiWRmi]ed b\ Whe UecXUUence Rf SRlice

bUXWaliW\. In hiV memRiU, Between the World and Me, elabRUaWed in Whe fRUm Rf a leWWeU WR hiV

VRn SamRUi, and SXbliVhed in 2015, Ta NehiVi CRaWeV UeflecWV Rn Whe legac\ Rf Whe AmeUican

WUadiWiRn Rf VXbjXgaWiRn and UelegaWiRn. SXbVeTXenWl\, Whe SUeVenW SaSeU anal\]eV hRZ CRaWeV

debXnkV WhRVe VRciRlRgical nRWiRnV and SUeVenWV XV ZiWh Whe XnfilWeUed VWaWXV Rf black

AmeUicanV in Whe U.S. He mRVWl\ la\V Whe emShaViV Rn Whe SlXndeUing Rf Whe black bRd\ and

Whe bXUden Rf black faWheUhRRd. In a liWeUaU\ and inWimaWe fRUm, he XUgeV hiV VRn nRW WR

annihilaWe Whe alienaWing SUedicamenW Rf hiV Uace amidVW DUeameUV ZhR enYiViRn WhemVelYeV aV

WhiWeV and laXd Whe VR-called AmeUican e[ceSWiRnaliVm.

Ke\ ZRUdV: Black BRd\, diVembRdimenW, faWheUhRRd, Uace, YiRlence.

RpVXPp:

La cRndiWiRn dpVhXmaniVanWe deV AfUicainV AmpUicainV, de l¶eVclaYage j Xne pSRTXe

cRnWemSRUaine maUTXpe SaU Xn UaciVme inaYRXp, en SaVVanW SaU la VpgUpgaWiRn, a gpnpUp deV

cRnVpTXenceV mXlWidimenViRnnelleV. AX-delj dX WUaXmaWiVme SV\chRlRgiTXe, leV eVclaYeV eW

leV afUR-deVcendanWV dRiYenW affURnWeU la dpVincaUnaWiRn, caUacWpUiVpe SaU la UpcXUUence de la

bUXWaliWp SRliciqUe. DanV VRn MpmRiUe inWiWXlp Between the World and Me, Updigp VRXV la

fRUme d¶Xne leWWUe j VRn filV SamRUi, eW SXblipe en 2015, Ta NehiVi CRaWeV pYalXe le legV de

mailto:mariemehady.ly@ucad.edu.sn
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ceWWe WUadiWiRn d¶aVVeUYiVVemenW eW d¶e[clXViRn. PaU cRnVpTXenW, la SUpVenWe pWXde anal\Ve

cRmmenW CRaWeV UpfXWe ceV nRWiRnV VRciRlRgiTXeV eW nRXV SUpVenWe VanV filWUe le VWaWXW dX NRiU

AmpUicain aX[ eWaWV-UniV. Il meW SaUWicXliqUemenW l¶accenW VXU le Sillage dX cRUSV nRiU eW le

faUdeaX de la SaWeUniWp che] leV NRiUV ; WRXW en inciWanW VRn filV j ne SaV RbliWpUeU leV cRndiWiRnV

alipnanWeV de Va Uace, danV Xne VRcipWp de RrYeXUV TXi Ve SURjeWWenW cRmme deV BlancV,

ignRUanW le UaciVme VWUXcWXUel eW faiVanW l¶plRge dX SUpWendX e[ceSWiRnnaliVme AmpUicain.

Ke\ ZRUdV: CRUSV nRiU, dpVincaUnaWiRn, SaWeUniWp, Uace, YiRlence.

IQWURdXcWiRQ

In Whe 1990V, in Whe SURceVV Rf achieYing bRWh a Uacial agenda and a ciWi]en SURjecW "WR

make iW SRVVible fRU a man WR be bRWh a NegUR and an AmeUican", Whe 20Wh and 21Wh cenWXUieV

ZiWneVVed an RXWSRXUing Rf liWeUaU\ SURdXcWiRnV SURmSWed b\ geneUaWiRnV Rf AfUican AmeUican

ZUiWeUV. ThRVe geneUaWiRnV engUaYed Rne Rf Whe mRVW inWimaWe and infXUiaWed YRice in AfUican

AmeUican liWeUaWXUe. AmRng Whe mRVW SURminenW YRiceV, WhRVe Rf JameV BaldZin (Go Tell It

on the Mountain 1953, Notes of a Native Son 1955) and CRUnel RRnald WeVW (Race Matters -

1993; and Democracy Matters: Winning the Fight Against Imperialism ± 2005; Brother West:

Living and Loving Out Loud, A Memoir- 2010), SURbed Whe SV\chRlRgical UeSeUcXVViRnV Rf

UaciVm. BaldZin deVcUibeV HaUlem aV a WeVWing Slace infeVWed b\ dangeUV WhaW aUe leWhal fRU a

\RXng Black man. HiV diVcRXUVe e[SlRUeV inWUicacieV Rf Uacial, Ve[Xal, and claVV diVcUeSancieV

in WeVWeUn VRcieWieV, mRVW nRWabl\ in mid-20Wh-cenWXU\ AmeUica. AV fRU WeVW, he

anal\]eV mRUal aXWhRUiW\ and Uacial debaWeV cRnceUning Uace in Whe UniWed SWaWeV. He TXeVWiRnV

maWWeUV Rf ecRnRmic and SRliWical cRnceUnV, aV Zell aV eWhical iVVXeV and VSiUiWXaliW\, and Whe

cUiViV in black AmeUican leadeUVhiS.

FRllRZing Whe fRRWVWeSV Rf hiV liWeUaU\ fRUefaWheUV, Ta NehiVi CRaWeV, AmeUican aXWhRU

and jRXUnaliVW, UecXUUenWl\ e[SlRUeV cRnWemSRUaU\ Uace UelaWiRnV. He engageV in ficWiRn and

nRnficWiRn aV Zell. CRaWeV gained a Zide UeadeUVhiS dXUing hiV Wime aV a naWiRnal

cRUUeVSRndenW aW The Atlantic ZheUe he inYeVWigaWed cXlWXUal, VRcial, and SRliWical iVVXeV,

SaUWicXlaUl\ UegaUding AfUican AmeUicanV RSSRVing ZhiWe hegemRn\. He SXbliVhed WhUee nRn-

ficWiRn bRRkV: The Beautiful Struggle (2008), Between the World and Me (2015), We Were Eight

Years in Power: An American Tragedy (2017), and hiV fiUVW nRYel, The Water Dancer (2019). In 2015

he UeceiYed a GeniXV GUanW fURm Whe MacAUWhXU FRXndaWiRn.
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In The Beautiful Struggle, a memRiU abRXW Whe cRming Rf age in WeVW BalWimRUe and iWV effecW

Rn him, CRaWeV diVcRXUVeV Whe inflXence Rf hiV faWheU W. PaXl CRaWeV, a fRUmeU Black PanWheU,

amidVW Whe SUeYalenW VWUeeW cUime Rf Whe daWe. In We Were Eight Years in Power: An American

Tragedy CRaWeV UeflecWV Rn Uace and BaUack Obama¶V adminiVWUaWiRn.

Between the World and Me WakeV Whe fRUm Rf a bRRk-lengWh leWWeU fURm Whe aXWhRU WR

hiV VRn, adRSWing Whe VWUXcWXUe Rf BaldZin'V The Fire Next Time; Whe laWWeU iV diUecWed, in SaUW,

WRZaUdV BaldZin'V neSheZ, Zhile Whe fRUmeU addUeVVeV CRaWeV'V 15-\eaU-Rld VRn. CRaWeV

SRZeUfXll\ e[amineV Whe eYenWV Rf Whe Obama eUa fURm hiV inWimaWe and RYeUW SeUVSecWiYeV. IW

iV alVR Whe hRZling Rf RecRnVWUXcWiRn-eUa aV Whe AmeUican WeVW in mXlWiUacial demRcUac\ ended

ZiWh Whe UeWXUn Rf ZhiWe VXSUemaciVW UXle in Whe SRXWh. CRaWeV' fiUVW nRYel and ZRUk Rf

ficWiRn, The Water Dancer, iV a VXUUealiVW VWRU\ VeW in Whe Wime Rf VlaYeU\, cRnceUning a

VXSeUhXman SURWagRniVW named HiUam WalkeU ZhR iV endRZed ZiWh a ShRWRgUaShic memRU\

and "cRndXcWiRn" SRZeUV WUanVSRUWing SeRSle faU diVWanceV acURVV laUge aUeaV Yia ZaWeUZa\V.

HRZeYeU, CRaWeV µmRVW diVWingXiVhed bRRk iV Between the World and Me (2015) Zhich

ZRn Whe 2015 NaWiRnal BRRk AZaUd fRU NRnficWiRn. The WiWle iV inVSiUed b\ RichaUd WUighW¶V

SRem Rf Whe Vame name abRXW a black man diVcRYeUing Whe ViWe Rf a l\nching and becRming

diVabled ZiWh WeUURU, engendeUing a baUUicade beWZeen him and Whe ZRUld.

Between the World and Me WakeV VWUXcWXUal and WhemaWic inVSiUaWiRn fURm JameV

BaldZin¶V 1963 eSiVWRlaU\ bRRk The Fire Next Time. While BaldZin addUeVVeV hiV leWWeU WR hiV

neSheZ, CRaWeV bRRk-lengWh leWWeU iV diUecWed WRZaUd hiV 15-\eaU-Rld VRn, SamRUi. IW iV diYided

inWR WhUee SaUWV, UecRXnWing CRaWeV'V e[SeUienceV aV a \RXng man, afWeU Whe biUWh Rf hiV VRn,

and dXUing a YiViW ZiWh Mabel JRneV. CRaWeV cRnWemSlaWeV Whe feelingV, V\mbRliVm, and

UealiWieV aVVRciaWed ZiWh being Black in Whe UniWed SWaWeV. (CRaWeV The Atlantic: JanXaU\-

FebUXaU\ 2017). He UecaSiWXlaWeV Whe AmeUican hiVWRU\ Rf YiRlence againVW Black SeRSle and

Whe incRmmenVXUaWe cRnWURlling Rf Black \RXWh. (Remnick The New-Yorker: JXne 2015)

The bRRk'V WRne iV SReWic and bleak, gXided b\ hiV e[SeUienceV gURZing XS SRRU and

alZa\V aW UiVk Rf bRdil\ haUm. He SUiRUiWi]eV Whe Sh\Vical VecXUiW\ Rf AfUican-AmeUican bRdieV

RYeU Whe WUadiWiRn in Black ChUiVWianiW\ Rf RSWimiVm and faiWh in eYenWXal jXVWice. Between the

World and Me fRllRZV Whe Vcheme Rf AfUican AmeUican aXWRbiRgUaShical WUadiWiRn WhaW

cRmSUiVeV UemaUkable cXlWXUal and SRliWical infeUenceV. The fRUmaW Rf Between the World and

Me, an e[Wended leWWeU addUeVVed WR CRaWeV'V VRn, SamRUi, echReV Whe fiUVW eVVa\ in JameV

BaldZin'V The Fire Next Time (1963) addUeVVed WR BaldZin'V neSheZ Rn Whe RccaViRn Rf Whe

100Wh anniYeUVaU\ Rf Whe EmanciSaWiRn PURclamaWiRn.
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MRUe UecenWl\, AfUican AmeUican ZUiWeUV cRnWinXe WR e[Sand Whe genUeV Rf cUiWiciVm

and memRiU innRYaWing neZ SeUVSecWiYeV. FRU inVWance, ClaXdia Rankine'V mRVW UecenW bRRk,

Citizen (2014), cRmbineV Whe genUeV Rf SReWU\ and cUiWiciVm VR aV WR e[amine Whe cRnceSWV Rf

Uace, YiRlence, and ciWi]enVhiS in Whe cRnWemSRUaU\ UniWed SWaWeV. SimilaUl\, MaUgR

JeffeUVRn'V Negroland (2015) alVR e[SlRUeV iVVXeV UelaWed WR Uace, claVV, and SUiYilege WhURXgh

JeffeUVRn'V memRUieV Rf gURZing XS in an XSSeU-claVV black famil\ in Whe 1950V and 1960V.

In a SURfRXnd ZRUk WhaW SiYRWV fURm TXeUieV abRXW AmeUican hiVWRU\ and idealV WR Whe

mRVW inWimaWe aSSUehenViRnV Rf a faWheU fRU hiV VRn, Between the World and Me SURYideV a

SRZeUfXl innRYaWiYe lRcXV fRU Whe XndeUVWanding Rf AmeUican hiVWRU\ and cRnWemSRUaU\ cUiViV.

AV VXch, CRaWeV VhaUeV ZiWh hiV VRn and UeadeUV hiV e[SeUience UefeUUing WR Uace and hiV URle

and Slace in Whe AmeUican NaWiRn. In a feZ SageV, CRaWeV caSWXUeV and e[SRVeV ZhaW SeRSle

Rf cRlRU, XnfXlfilled and WeUUified SaUenWV, and e[clXded black \RXWh ZeUe XnTXalified WR YRice.

EYen NeZ YRUk Maga]ine UeSRUWed WhaW afWeU Ueading Between the World and Me, TRni

MRUUiVRn ZURWe" I have been wondering who might fill the intellectual void that plagued me

after James Baldwin died. Clearly it is Ta-Nehisi Coates." SXbVeTXenWl\, CRaWeV'V bRRk iV a

WhRXghWfXl and angU\ addUeVV WR a naWiRn WhaW UefXVeV WR SURVecXWe SRlice RfficeUV ZhR kill

innRcenW black men and ZRmen; WhaW SXUVXeV a SRlic\ Rf maVV incaUceUaWiRn hXgel\ ZeighWed

WRZaUdV iWV black SRSXlaWiRn; and WhaW URXWinel\ VeemV WR Whink nRWhing Rf iW.

WhaW iV iW like WR inhabiW a black bRd\? DReV Whe AmeUican aXWhRUiW\ lack emSaWh\ fRU

black hXman beingV in Whe UniWed SWaWeV Rf AmeUica? And can Ze deVSaiU Rf AmeUicanV eYeU

liYing WRgeWheU in WUXl\ Uaciall\ SeacefXl and WUanTXil VRcieW\, UaWheU Whan being UiYen b\ Uacial

diYiViRn, VWUife, and cRnflicW? TheUefRUe, Whe SUeVenW VWXd\ cRmSUiVeV WhUee VecWiRnV. The fiUVW

VecWiRn dealV ZiWh VRciRlRgical YiRlence and Whe Vla\ing Rf Whe Black bRd\, bRWh Sh\Vical and

meWaSh\Vical, in cRnWemSRUaU\ AmeUica. The VecRnd VecWiRn e[amineV Whe bXUden Rf black

faWheUhRRd in Whe SaUenWal m iVViRn Rf XSbUinging a black child in AmeUica. IW alVR SURbeV

WUanVmiWWing Whe bXUdenVRme legac\ Rf black VWUXggle WR Whe NeZ GeneUaWiRn. The WhiUd

VecWiRn VcUXWini]eV Black UeVSRnVe WR Uace SUeVXmSWiRnV and SUejXdice. IW alVR anal\]eV

AfUican AmeUicanV cRndiWiRn WhURXgh Whe SUiVm Rf AmeUican DUeam Zhich UeTXiUeV

Vummoning the necessary awakening of "Dreamers".

1. SchePiQg SRciRORgicaO ViROeQce aQd SOa\iQg Whe BOack BRd\

The SURminence Rf Whe Black bRd\ in liWeUaWXUe SURmSWed inWenVe academic inWeUeVW.

AccRUding WR EUica ReiVcheU, an indeSendenW VchRlaU in Oakland, CalifRUnia and KaWhU\n S.
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KRR, fURm SainW MaU\¶V CRllege Rf CalifRUnia, Whe bRd\ iV a ©We[Wª XSRn Zhich VRcial

meaningV aUe inVcUibed. (ReiVcheU and KRR 2004: 297). ThXV, RYeUWXUning Whe naWXUaliVWic and

biRlRgical SeUVSecWiYe, Whe SUeVenW VWXd\ aimV WR inYeVWigaWe and Uedefine Whe black bRd\ aV a

VRciRcXlWXUal and hiVWRUical cRnVWUXcW. FRllRZing Whe anWhURSRlRgical cRnceSWiRn Rf Whe cUiWic

EliVabeWh GURV] ZhR cRnWendV WhaW ©If the body is written, that means it can be rewritten and

re-inscribed in society with a new meaningª, Whe SUeVenW SaSeU SURSRVeV a Ueading and

Vignificance Rf Whe Black BRd\ in Between the World and Me. IW dealV ZiWh Whe feelingV,

V\mbRliVm, and UealiWieV aVVRciaWed ZiWh being Black in Whe UniWed SWaWeV.

OSSRViWiRn WR WhiV YiRlence and WR Whe SRlic\ Rf maVV incaUceUaWiRn, diVSURSRUWiRnaWel\

WaUgeWing black AmeUicanV, WRRk Whe fRUm Rf Whe MRYemenW fRU Black LiYeV, alVR knRZn aV

Black LiYeV MaWWeU. The mRYemenW'V demandV inclXde ending Whe cUiminali]aWiRn Rf black

\RXWh, demiliWaUi]ing laZ enfRUcemenW, and diVWUibXWing UeSaUaWiRnV WR black SeRSle in Whe

UniWed SWaWeV. BeVideV, Whe mRYemenW fRUmV a cRnWUaVW WR Whe YieZ WhaW, fRllRZing Whe elecWiRn

Rf PUeVidenW BaUack Obama in 2008, Whe UniWed SWaWeV haV enWeUed a "SRVW-Uacial" eUa in Zhich

iVVXeV Rf Uacial diVSaUiW\ and YiRlence aUe nR lRngeU a majRU SURblem. SimilaUl\, Between the

World and Me (alRng ZiWh Whe jRXUnaliVWic RXWSXW Rf CRaWeV and RWheU AfUican AmeUican

ZUiWeUV) SRinWV WR Whe RngRing effecWV Rf VlaYeU\ and VXVWained UaciVW injXVWice aV eYidence

againVW WhiV "SRVW-Uacial" YieZ. ThiV UaciVm iV mRVWl\ cRnVSicXRXV in Whe fRUm Rf Whe

deVWUXcWiRn Rf Whe black bRd\. CRaWeV ZUiWeV:
The deVWUR\eUV Zill UaUel\ be held accRXnWable. MRVWl\ Whe\ Zill SeUceiYe

SenViRnV. And deVWUXcWiRn iV meUel\ Whe VXSeUlaWiYe fRUm Rf a dRminiRn ZhRVe

SUeURgaWiYeV inclXde fUiVkingV, deWainingV, beaWingV, and hXmiliaWiRnV. All Rf

WhiV iV cRmmRn WR black SeRSle. All Rf WhiV iV Rld fRU black SeRSle. NR Rne iV

held UeVSRnVible. (CRaWeV, 2015: 9)

When UeflecWing XSRn Whe V\VWem WhaW VhaWWeUV Whe liYeV Rf AfUican AmeUicanV, CRaWeV deemV Whe

meWaShRU fiWV SeUfecWl\ ZiWh WheiU SlighW. He denXnciaWeV " It does not matter if the agent of those

forces is white or black – what matters is our condition, what matters is the system that makes

your body breakable" (CRaWeV, 2015:18).

1.1. ViROeQce aV SRciRORgicaO BUeakV

ViRlence iV SUeVenW WhURXghRXW Between the World and Me. One Rf CRaWeV¶ main

SRinWV in hiV leWWeU iV WR imSUeVV XSRn SamRUi hRZ ZhiWe AmeUica haV WhRURXghl\ ZUecked

black bRdieV in a YiRlenW Za\. In Whe SaVW, VlaYeU\ ZaV Whe meanV Rf RSSUeVViRn, and WRda\,

YiRlence iV mRVW SUeVenW in SRlice bUXWaliW\ and maVV deWenWiRn. He e[SlainV hRZ YiRlence

againVW black SeRSle in Whe SaVW led WR YiRlence in Whe VWUeeWV (called "killing gURXndV") WRda\.
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He alVR deVcUibeV hiV childhRRd aV being YiRlenW, bRWh ZiWh RWheU SeRSle in Whe VWUeeWV and

ZiWhin hiV RZn famil\. He deVcUibeV in Between the World and Me Whe fiUVW Wime he dealW ZiWh

WhaW leWhal YiRlence aW Whe age Rf VeYen:
The bR\ ZiWh Whe Vmall e\eV Ueached inWR hiV Vki jackeW and SXlled RXW a gXn. I

Uecall iW in Whe VlRZeVW mRWiRn, aV WhRXgh in a dUeam. TheUe Whe bR\ VWRRd,

ZiWh Whe gXn bUandiVhed, Zhich he VlRZl\ XnWXcked, WXcked, When XnWXcked

Rnce mRUe, and in hiV Vmall e\eV I VaZ a VXUging Uage WhaW cRXld, in an inVWanW,

eUaVe m\ bRd\. (CRaWeV, 2015:19)

AV faU CRaWeV iV cRnceUned, nRnYiRlence dReV nRW make aV mXch VenVe WR him aV Whe YieZV Rf MalcRlm

X RU Whe Black PanWheUV. UlWimaWel\, he aVVeUWV WhaW nR black SeUVRn haV eYeU RU Zill eYeU be Vafe fURm

Whe XnVZeUYing WhUeaW Rf YiRlence in Whe UniWed SWaWeV. The UeminiVcence Rf Whe mXUdeU Rf PUince JRneV

iV Whe illXVWUaWiRn fRU CRaWeV WhaW he needV SeUViVWenWl\ WR ZaUn hiV VRn Rf Whe SeUYading YiRlence aV a

WUangeneUaWiRnal WhUeaW: "And I could not save you from the police, from their flashlights, their

hands, their nightsticks, their guns. Prince Jones, murdered by the men who should have been

his security guards, is always with me, and I knew that soon he would be with you" (CRaWeV,

2015: 90). CRaWeV VWUainV WR e[SRXnd WR SamRUi Whe encXmbUance and VWUeVV Rf liYing aV a

black SeUVRn in AmeUica. EYen aV a \RXng bR\ ZaWching ZhiWe AmeUica Rn TV, CRaWeV felW

Whe bUeach beWZeen hiV ZRUld and WheiUV. The cRlRU line haV been e[SeUienced dXUing Whe CiYil

WaU; AmeUica haV eXlRgi]ed Whe WaU Rf SeceVViRn aV a baWWle beWZeen VWaWeV in Zhich bRWh

SaUWieV ZeUe YalianW and heURic, ignRUing Whe UealiW\ WhaW CRnfedeUaWeV ZeUe engaged in ZaU WR

mainWain black bRdieV in bRndage. VeU\ VignificanWl\, CRaWeV jRXUne\V SamRUi WR mRmenWRXV

SlaceV in Whe e[SecWaWiRn WhaW he cRnYeUWV inWR a VenWienW ciWi]en Rf Whe ZRUld aV bRWh a

VWXnning and aSSalling Slace. He SinSRinWV:

BXW AmeUican UeXniRn ZaV bXilW Rn a cRmfRUWable naUUaWiYe WhaW made

enVlaYemenW inWR beneYRlence, ZhiWe knighWV Rf bRd\ VnaWcheUV, and Whe maVV

VlaXghWeU Rf Whe ZaU inWR a kind Rf VSRUW in Zhich Rne cRXld cRnclXde WhaW bRWh

VideV cRndXcWed WheiU affaiUV ZiWh cRXUage, hRnRU, and plan. ThiV lie Rf Whe

CiYil WaU iV Whe lie Rf innRcence, iV Whe DUeam, HiVWRUianV cRnjXUed Whe DUeam.

HRll\ZRRd fRUWified Whe DUeam. The DUeam ZaV gilded b\ nRYelV and

adYenWXUe VWRUieV (CRaWeV, 2015:102-103).

CRaWeV'V cRllege fUiend PUince CaUmen JRneV, JU., ZaV "miVWakenl\" chaVed and

e[ecXWed b\ a SRliceman. CRaWeV XVeV hiV fUiend'V VWRU\ WR aUgXe WhaW UaciVm and UelaWed

WUaged\ affecW Black SeRSle. He ZUiWeV WR SamRU\ "you must always remember that the
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sociology, the history, the economics, the graphs, the charts, the regressions all land, with

great violence, upon the body" (CRaWeV 2015: 10). VeU\ meaningfXll\, the perpetual

menace of disembodiment requires the impeccable deportments in public so as

not to nurture suspicion for killing the Black body.

I.2. KiOOiQg Whe BOack BRd\

In Between the World and Me, Whe WRne iV SReWic and bleak, gXided b\ CRaWeV¶

e[SeUienceV gURZing XS SRRU and cRnVWanWl\ aW jeRSaUd\ Rf bRdil\ imSaiUmenW. He SUiRUiWi]eV

Whe Sh\Vical VecXUiW\ Rf AfUican-AmeUican bRdieV RYeU Whe WUadiWiRn in Black ChUiVWianiW\ Rf

RSWimiVm and faiWh in DiYine jXVWice. CRaWeV'V SRViWiRn iV WhaW Whe UeligiRXV UheWRUic Rf "hope

and dreams and faith and progress” dReV nRW gXaUanWee Whe diVaSSeaUance Rf Whe WhiWe

VXSUemac\ V\VWem (Wallace-WellV NeZ-YRUk TimeV: JXl\ 14Wh 2015).

In WhaW Yein, he diffeUV fURm MaUWin LXWheU King JU¶V inWegUaWiRn and MalcRlm X¶V

naWiRnaliVm. CRaWeV giYeV an abUidged, aXWRbiRgUaShical accRXnW Rf hiV \RXWh "alZa\V Rn

gXaUd" in BalWimRUe and hiV feaU Rf Whe Sh\Vical haUm WhUeaWened b\ bRWh Whe SRlice and Whe

VWUeeWV. He alVR feaUed Whe UXleV Rf cRde-VZiWching WR meeW Whe RSSRVing VRcial nRUmV Rf Whe

VWUeeWV, Whe aXWhRUiWieV, and Whe SURfeVViRnal ZRUld. He cRnWUaVWV WheVe e[SeUienceV ZiWh neaW

VXbXUban life, Zhich he callV "Whe DUeam" becaXVe iW iV an e[clXViRnaU\ fanWaV\ fRU WhiWe

SeRSle ZhR aUe emSRZeUed b\ WheiU hiVWRU\ Rf SUiYilege and annihilaWiRn.

Racism toward black people is centered on forcibly confiscating physical

control of the black person’s body. This began with slavery, as Coates describes

in visceral details. He urges Samory not to view slavery as a mass of black

people working on plantations but to consider each individual slave as a person

who was physically contrived into labor. Corporeal abuse was sustained into the

Civil Rights Movement, with the use of lynching, tear gas and water hoses as

assaults on black bodies. As such, CRaWeV enlighWenV hRZ Whe deVWUXcWiRn Rf Whe black

bRd\ iV VWill SUeYalenW WRda\; Whe cRnWinXing SlXndeUing Rf Whe black bRd\ enWailV a

diVembRdimenW WhaW iV Ueal and e[WUemel\ bXUdenVRme:
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DiVembRdimenW iV a kind Rf WeUURUiVm, and Whe WhUeaW Rf iW alWeUV Whe RUbiW Rf all

RXU liYeV and, like WeUURUiVm, WhiV diVWRUWiRn iV inWenWiRnal«..MXUdeU ZaV all

aURXnd XV and Ze kneZ, deeS in RXUVelYeV, in VRme VilenW VSace, WhaW Whe

aXWhRU Rf WheVe mXUdeUV ZaV be\Rnd XV, WhaW iW VXiWed VRme RWheU SeUVRn¶V

endV. (CRaWeV, 2015: 113-114)

ThURXgh hiVWRU\, Whe black bRd\ iV UegXlaWed aV an RbjecW RU an animal. EYen WRda\,

black men aUe cRnVideUed aV diVSRVable bRdieV ZiWhin AmeUican VRcieW\. FRU Zhich UeaVRn

CRaWeV Va\V: "perhaps being named "black" was just someone's name for being at the bottom,

a human turned to object, object turned to pariah"(CRaWeV, 2015:55). CRaWeV SRUWUa\V Whe

black male bRd\ aV eVVenWiall\ YXlneUable: "When I was your age the only people I knew were

black, and all of them were powerfully, adamantly, dangerously afraid. I had seen this fear all

my young life, though I had not always recognized it as such" (CRaWeV, 2015: 14). In RWheU

ZRUdV, CRaWeV VhRZV hRZ UaciVm RSeUaWeV WhURXgh Whe cRnWURl, maniSXlaWiRn, and e[SlRiWaWiRn

Rf black bRdieV and Whe VXbVeTXenW inVXbVWanWialiW\ Rf black bRdieV ZiWhin a SUejXdiced VRcieW\.

TheUefRUe, he WUaceV WhiV WUanVgeneUaWiRnal fUagiliW\ back WR Whe cRmmRdificaWiRn Rf black

bRdieV.

2. USbUiQgiQg a BOack ChiOd iQ APeUica

"It would be wrong to comfort you,” ZUiWeV Ta-NehiVi CRaWeV WR hiV fifWeen-\eaU-Rld

VRn ZhR leaUnV WhaW Whe killeUV Rf Michael BURZn Zill eVcaSe SXniVhmenW (CRaWeV, 2015: 11).

WhaW mighW Veem an XnXVXal declaUaWiRn cRming fURm a faWheU ZhR UaiVeV Whe iVVXe Rf

XSbUinging a black child in AmeUica. The need WR SURWecW black childUen againVW UaciVm

aSSeaUV in VeYeUal cRnWemSRUaU\ AfUican-AmeUican memRiUV, allRZing a UaUe glimSVe inWR a

XniTXe VWUXggle faced b\ black faWheUV in AmeUica. PaUW Rf Whe challenge iV inVeSaUabl\

cRnnecWed WR being a black male. A VWXd\ Rf black maVcXliniW\ UeYealV male challengeV

UefeUUing WR Whe SUeVeUYaWiRn Rf Whe black bRd\. AccRUding WR liWeUaU\ VchRlaU KeiWh ClaUk, in

man\ caVeV "black males cannot be fathers because they do not believe that American society

will let them be men" (ClaUk 108). EYidenWl\ When, Whe WhUeaWV faced b\ black faWheUV begin

lRng befRUe Whe\ eYen becRme faWheUV, aV Whe\ e[Wend back WR VlaYeU\.

2.1. The BXUdeQ Rf BOack FaWheUhRRd

Since VlaYeV ZeUe nRW allRZed WR mainWain Whe baVic famil\ XniW, faWheUV ZeUe URbbed

Rf WheiU SaWeUnal URle and SRViWiRn. DU. Wade NRbleV e[SlainV WhaW VlaYeU\ inVWilled in black
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men a SURfRXnd VenVe Rf Vhame. When iW came WR WheiU childUen, enVlaYed faWheUV made a

dehXmani]ing Ueali]aWiRn: "I cannot protect you from the horror" (Black FaWheUhRRd PURjecW).

The damaging imSacW Rf UemRYing faWheUV fURm familieV cannRW be XndeUVWaWed aV iW became

neceVVaU\ WR "separate to survive" (Black FaWheUhRRd PURjecW). CRnVideUing WheVe facWV,

VlaYeU\ iV a fRXndaWiRnal fUame WhURXgh Zhich Rne can XndeUVWand black faWheUhRRd WhURXgh a

hiVWRUical fUame.

VeU\ VignificanWl\, liWeUaWXUe RffeUV a clRVeU lRRk inWR Whe liYeV Rf VilenW faWheUV, and

CRaWeV¶V memRiU SURYideV an e[clXViYel\ inWimaWe SicWXUe. Between the World and Me b\ Ta-

NehiVi CRaWeV, Ordinary Light (2016) b\ TUac\ SmiWh, and Negro land (2015) b\ MaUgR

JeffeUVRn, each demRnVWUaWeV WhaW black faWheUhRRd iV abRXW aSSUehending WhaW WheUe iV nR

VSecific aSSURach WR Weaching childUen abRXW Uace, iV Whe WUXeVW e[SUeVViRn Rf faWheUl\ lRYe. AV

VXch, Ta-NehiVi CRaWeV blXnWl\ deVcUibeV Whe SUedicamenW he, and hiV RZn faWheU, find

WhemVelYeV in aV black faWheUV. He cRnfeVVeV:

NRZ I SeUVRnall\ XndeUVWRRd m\ faWheU and Whe Rld manWUa² ³EiWheU I can

beaW him RU Whe SRlice [can].´ I XndeUVWRRd iW all²Whe cable ZiUeV, Whe

e[WenViRn cRUdV, Whe UiWXal VZiWch. Black SeRSle lRYe WheiU childUen ZiWh a kind

Rf RbVeVViRn. YRX aUe all Ze haYe, and \RX cRme WR XV endangeUed. I Whink Ze

ZRXld like WR kill \RX RXUVelYeV befRUe Veeing \RX killed b\ Whe VWUeeWV WhaW

AmeUica made (CRaWeV 2015: 82).

SXbVeTXenWl\, memRiUV dR UeYeal hRZ Whe faWheUl\ inVWincW WR SURWecW geneUaWeV a

XniTXe dilemma fRU black faWheUV. WhaW VeWV black faWheUV aSaUW, When, iV a cRmSRXnded

VWUXggle WR defend Rne¶V child Zhile defending Rne¶V Velf. ThiV WUanVgeneUaWiRnal WUial SURmSWV

faWheUV WR beVWRZ a legac\ Rf UeVilience XSRn VRnV.

2.2. PaVViQg Whe TRUch Rf Whe BXUdeQVRPe Legac\ WR Whe NeZ GeQeUaWiRQ

When hiV VRn cUieV RYeU Whe killeUV Rf Michael BURZn eVcaSing SXniVhmenW, CRaWeV

giYeV him Whe VRle adYice he can, UecRmmendaWiRn inheUiWed fURm hiV RZn SaUenWV: "this is

your country, . . . this is your world, . . . this is your body, and you must find some way to live

within all of it" (CRaWeV 2015: 12). ThXV, Uacial legac\ SaVVed fURm faWheU WR VRn RYeU

geneUaWiRnV. The XnfeaVibiliW\ WR eVcaSe UaciVm cRmbined ZiWh Whe faWheU¶V SUeSaUedneVV WR

allRZ hiV VRn WR chRRVe hiV RZn SaWh, iV a licenVe WR naYigaWe Whe immenVe ZRUld WhaW WhUeaWenV

him. CRaWeV WellV hiV VRn "the struggle is really all I have for you because it is the only portion

of this world under your control" (CRaWeV 2015:107).
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B\ naming hiV VRn afWeU SamRUi TRXUp, "who struggled against French colonizers for

the right to his own black body" (CRWeV 2015:68), he beVWRZV Rn him a SURfRXnd VenVe Rf

Uacial cRgni]ance. In dRing VR, he inVWillV in SamRU\ SRliWical UeVilience and memRUial

cRnVWUXcWiRn. AW Whe end Rf Whe memRiU, he UecXUUenceV Whe imSeUaWiYe VWaWemenW: "I urge you

to struggle. Struggle for the memory of your ancestors. Struggle for wisdom . . . Struggle for

your grandmother and grandfather, for your name" (CRaWeV 2015: 151). CRaWeV SXUSRVefXll\

XVeV Whe ZRUd "VWUXggle" inVWead Rf "RYeUcRme" RU "defeaW" becaXVe Uacial UeVilience infeUV a

cRnWinXRXV e[eUWiRn. CRaWeV dReV nRW SURmiVe a SUedicWable end WR Whe VWUXggle, aV VXch, he

UecRmmendV SamRUi nRW WR "pin (his) struggle on [the Dreamer¶s] conversion. The Dreamers

will have to learn to struggle themselves, to understand that the field for their Dream, the

stage where they have painted themselves white, is the deathbed of us all" (CRaWeV 2015: 151).

CRaWeV iV imSeccabl\ blXnW in Weaching hiV VRn ZhaW WR e[SecW fURm Whe ZRUld VR WhaW he

becRmeV eTXiSSed and caSable Rf UeVilience accRUding hiV RZn WeUmV.

The embedded SV\chRlRgical cRVWV Rf being a black faWheU in AmeUica UaUel\ VXUface. SRme

AfUican AmeUican faWheUV enWhUall aV mXch YiRlence Whe\ aUe caSable Rf fRU WheiU child,

inaXdibl\, VXSSUeVVing an\ Vign Rf fUXVWUaWiRn WhaW cRXld jeRSaUdi]e WheiU child¶V SV\chRlRgical

balance. AV Rich Benjamin VWaWeV in a SeSWembeU 2016 aUWicle in The Guardian, "fatherhood is

a vexed topic, and continues with The Beautiful Struggle that makes an enduring genre

cliché—the father-son relationship—unexpected and new because it offers a vital insight into

Coates's coming of age as a man and thinker" (The Guardian OcWRbeU 22Wh: 2010). FRU CRaWeV,

nRWZiWhVWanding Whe V\mbRliVm Rf BaUack Obama aV Whe fiUVW Black SUeVidenW, fRUcefXlneVV

WRZaUdV, and VXbjXgaWiRn Rf, black men and ZRmen Uemain enWUenched in AmeUican cXlWXUe

Vince Whe 18Wh cenWXU\. ThaW VRciRlRgical cRnWe[W and Uacial SUejXdice UeTXiUeV a cRmmXnal and

jXdiciRXV UeWRUW WR eTXiS and SUeSaUe geneUaWiRnV Rf black bR\V WR face SRVW WUaXmaWic Uacial

biaV.

3. ReWRUWiQg WR Race PUecRQceSWiRQV aQd BiaV

The SaVVage Rf cXlWXUe and ZiVdRm beWZeen geneUaWiRnV ZaV cUiWical WR CRaWeV himVelf.

He highlighWV hRZ hiV SaUenWV ZeUe e[WUemel\ inflXenWial in deYelRSing hiV RZn XndeUVWanding

Rf Whe ZRUld, faU mRUe VignificanW Whan hiV e[SeUience Rf fRUmal edXcaWiRn, aW leaVW XnWil he

enURlled aW HRZaUd UniYeUViW\. EYen aW HRZaUd, CRaWeV VXggeVWV WhaW Whe e[SeUience Rf

leaUning fURm hiV SeeUV and UelaWiYeV ZaV alVR mRUe fRUmaWiYe and inflXenWial Whan Whe

XniYeUViW\ cXUUicXla. Embedded in Whe AfUican and cRmmXnal nRWiRn Rf famil\, CRaWeV YieZV

famil\ aV an e[Wended VRcial XniW. ObYiRXVl\, CRaWeV iV enWhXVed b\ Whe e[iVWence Rf hiV VRn,
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and YieZV faWheUhRRd and familial bRndV aV a VSiUiWXal and meWaSh\Vical cRnnecWiRn. He

ZUiWeV ZiWh filial and emRWiRnal RYeUWRneV: "Black people love their children with a kind of

obsession. You are all we have, and you come to us endangered" (CRaWeV 2015: 82). AV Whe

heUald Rf AfUican AmeUican faWheUhRRd, he ZaUnV hiV VRn againVW Whe fallaciRXV AmeUican

DUeam.

3.1 UQYeiOiQg Whe DeceiWfXO PURPiVe Rf Whe APeUicaQ DUeaP

CRaWeV claVVifieV himVelf aV a UeVeaUcheU and beginV Ueading aW Whe age Rf fRXU. FRU

inVWance, he UeadV hiV faWheU'V bRRkV abRXW AfUican hiVWRU\ WhURXghRXW hiV childhRRd; aV an

adXlW WRR, he UeadV SURfXVe amRXnWV Rf bRRkV WR inYeVWigaWe hiVWRU\. CRaWeV iV inWellecWXall\

cXUiRXV, bXW he VeemV XncRmfRUWable ZiWh Whe AmeUican V\VWem Rf fRUmal edXcaWiRn, he

cRnfeVVeV "I was made for the library, not the classroom" (CRaWeV 2015: 48). HRZeYeU, he

dUaZV a dialecWic bRXnd beWZeen liWeUac\, fUeedRm and eTXaliW\. In a VXbWle manneU, CRaWeV

diVcRXUVeV hRZ ZhiWe AmeUicanV idRli]e demRcUac\ and cRnVideU WheUe iV VRme SUedeWeUmined

glRU\ abRXW AmeUica, fRU iWV demRcUaWic and jXVWice V\VWemV. HRZeYeU, CRaWeV SXUSRUWV WhaW

Whe ZhiWe cRnceSW Rf AmeUican demRcUac\ and VhRZV SamRUi WhaW VlaYe labRU in Whe cRWWRn

fieldV iV ZhaW WUXl\ gaYe Whe AmeUica NaWiRn iWV fRXndaWiRn. SXbVeTXenWl\, iW iV bXUdenVRme

fRU ZhiWe AmeUicanV WRda\ WR acknRZledge WhaW AmeUica iV nRW innRcenW and iV in facW bXilW Rn

aWURciWieV cRmmiWWed againVW RWheU hXmanV.

3.2. Summoning the Necessary Awakening of Dreamers

Coates confesses that his entire life has been dedicated to wondering

how he can freely live in America with his black body. He warns Samori that

"The entire narrative of this country argues against the truth of who you are"

(Coates 2015: 99). Therefore, in a society marked by colorblind racism,

existential questions are lingering and Coates confesses his obsession: "I tell

you now that the question of how one should live within a black body, within a

country lost in the Dream, is the question of my life, and the pursuit of this

question, I have found, ultimately answers itself" (Coates 2015:12). He further
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adds that "the question is unanswerable, which is not to say futile" (Coates

205:12) and that his constant grappling with this question helped him to cope

with the fear of having his body taken from him.

Because Coates has spent his life trying to understand the gap between

himself as a black person and the Americans who prioritize race, the concept of

the American Dream and the Dreamers often recurs in his writings. However,

Coates senses a staggering feeling of injustice when considering the

predicament African Americans are trapped into in their own country and society.

The questioning turns out painful, even obsessional to a certain extent:

I knew that my portion of the American galaxy, where bodies were

enslaved by a tenacious gravity, was black and that the other,

liberated portion was not. I knew that some inscrutable energy

preserved the breach. I felt, but did not yet understand, the relation

between that other world and me. And I felt in this a cosmic

injustice, a profound cruelty, which infused an abiding,

irrepressible desire to unshackle my body and achieve the velocity

of escape. (Coates 2015:21)

Besides, Coates argues that Blacks must not feel any sense of guilt or

shame with regard to their condition. Those who are answerable of racial

divisions, the Dreamers, are the ones who have to face their accountability. For
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that purpose, they must wake up from their Dream and face the painful reality.

He tells Samori it is not his responsibility to convert the Dreamers into realist

citizens. While at first Coates yearned for the American Dream, he ultimately

realizes that he wants to understand the United States as it accurately is, even if

that makes him a realist who is politically and socially alert:

I dR nRW belieYe WhaW Ze can VWRS Whem, SamRUi, becaXVe Whe\ mXVW XlWimaWel\

VWRS WhemVelYeV. And I VWill XUge \RX WR VWUXggle. SWUXggle fRU Whe memRU\ Rf

\RXU anceVWRUV. SWUXggle fRU ZiVdRm. SWUXggle fRU Whe ZaUmWh Rf Whe Mecca.

SWUXggle fRU \RXU gUandmRWheU and gUandfaWheU, fRU \RXU name. BXW dR nRW

VWUXggle fRU Whe DUeameUV. HRSe fRU Whem. PUa\ fRU Whem, if \RX aUe VR mRYed.

BXW dR nRW Sin \RXU VWUXggle Rn \RXU cRnYeUViRn. (CRaWeV, 2015: 151)

EYenWXall\, CRaWeV cRmeV WR Whe Ueali]aWiRn WhaW BlackV¶ Uacial and VRciRlRgical VcRSe

iV UeVWUicWed. The Uacial SURblem can be VRUWed RXW Rnl\ if DUeameUV aUe diVSRVed WR aZaken

fURm WheiU DUeamV.

CRQcOXViRQ

CRaWeV ZaV inVSiUed WR ZUiWe Between the World and Me fRllRZing a 2013 meeWing

Zhile ViWWing UniWed SWaWeV PUeVidenW BaUack Obama. CRaWeV, a ZUiWeU fRU The Atlantic, had

been Ueading JameV BaldZin'V 1963 The Fire Next Time and ZaV deWeUmined WR make hiV

VecRnd meeWing ZiWh Whe SUeVidenW leVV defeUenWial Whan hiV fiUVW. AV he lefW fRU WaVhingWRn,

D.C., hiV Zife encRXUaged him WR Whink like BaldZin, and CRaWeV Uecalled an XnRfficial, fieU\

meeWing beWZeen BaldZin, Black acWiYiVWV, and RRbeUW F. Kenned\ in 1963. When iW ZaV hiV

WXUn, CRaWeV debaWed ZiWh Obama ZheWheU hiV SRlic\ VXfficienWl\ addUeVVed Uacial

incRngUXenceV in Whe XniYeUVal healWh caUe URllRXW. AfWeU Whe eYenW, Obama and CRaWeV VSRke

SUiYaWel\ abRXW a blRg SRVW CRaWeV had ZUiWWen cUiWici]ing Whe SUeVidenW'V call fRU mRUe SeUVRnal

UeVSRnVibiliW\ amRng AfUican AmeUicanV. Obama diVagUeed ZiWh Whe cUiWiciVm and WRld CRaWeV

nRW WR deVSaiU.

Between the World and Me e[SUeVVeV a faWheU'V feaU and fUXVWUaWiRn WhaW Whe VafeW\ Rf

hiV famil\ iV alZa\V XndeU WhUeaW. In dRing VR, CRaWeV e[SlRUeV SaUWicXlaUl\ hRZ black faWheUV

aSSURach SaUenWing. BeVideV, CRaWeV inWeUchangeV nRW Rnl\ ZiWh hiV VRn bXW WR a bURadeU
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aXdience, abRXW hiV SeUVRnal WUXWh and hiV XndeUVWanding Rf ZhaW iW iV WR be black in AmeUica.

TR SXW iW blXnWl\, CRaWeV'V bRRk iV fXll Rf angeU, deVSeUaWiRn and Sain RYeU Whe facW WhaW

AfUican-AmeUicanV cRnWinXe WR be Whe YicWimV Rf AmeUican ZhiWe VXSUemac\ and WheiU DUeam.

AlWhRXgh Rne cRmmRnl\ WhinkV Rf Whe AmeUican DUeam aV an innRcenW SXUVXiW Rf VXcceVV and

haSSineVV, in UealiW\ Whe AmeUican DUeam cannRW be emanciSaWed fURm YiRlence againVW

AfUican AmeUicanV. CRaWeV e[SlainV: "The Dream thrives on generalization, on limiting the

number of possible questions, on privileging immediate answers" (CRaWeV 2015:50).

AV a UeVXlW, black SeRSle liYe in a cRnVWanW cRndiWiRn Rf feaU, knRZing WhaW WheiU bRdieV

aUe alZa\V aW UiVk Rf annihilaWiRn RU mXWilaWiRn. ThURXghRXW Whe bRRk, CRaWeV UefeUV WR Whe

AmeUican DUeam aV an addicWiYe fanWaV\ WhaW VSXUV Whe enVlaYemenW and XVXUSaWiRn Rf black

bRdieV. He ZUiWeV: "Plunder has matured into habit and addiction; the people who could

author the mechanized death of our ghettos, the mass rape of private prisons, then engineer

their own forgetting, must inevitably plunder much more" (CRaWeV 2015:150)

MRVW inWimaWel\, CRaWeV WhRXghW abRXW hRZ BaldZin ZRXld nRW haYe VhaUed Obama'V

RSWimiVm, Whe Vame RSWimiVm WhaW VXSSRUWed man\ CiYil RighWV acWiYiVWV' cRnYicWiRn WhaW

jXVWice ZaV XnaYRidable and SUedicWable. InVWead, CRaWeV VaZ BaldZin aV being fXndamenWall\

"cRld," ZiWhRXW "VenWimenW and melRdUama" in hiV acknRZledgmenW WhaW Whe mRYemenW cRXld

fail and WhaW UeTXiWal ZaV nRW gXaUanWeed. CRaWeV fRXnd WhiV idea "fUeeing" and called hiV bRRk

ediWRU, ChUiVWRSheU JackVRn, WR aVk "why no one wrote like Baldwin anymore." JackVRn

SURSRVed WhaW CRaWeV WUieV. And he VXcceeded in UeVXUUecWing Rne Rf Whe mRVW YibUanW WRneV in

AfUican AmeUican liWeUaWXUe.
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